Hathersage Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting held at Hathersage Memorial Hall
 on 2 February 2010. 
Present – Councillors CJ Cartledge (Chair), A Cook, D Jackson, R Olle, HJ Rodgers & A Schofield.
In attendance – CF Cave (Treasurer), J Robins (Clerk) & Outseats Parish Councillor P Whitney.
Public participation

1. There were no members of the public present.
2. There was no report from District Councillors.
3. PCSO Boswell sent his apologies and a report. During the last month there had been 16 calls for service, the majority of which related to suspicious activity and rowdy nuisance behaviour, and 4 crimes including burglary, theft of vehicle and a drug offence. Speed checks continue to be made regularly on Sheffield Road.
 

King George’s Field Trust
1. Total funds stand at approximately £29,000. £1,000 had been received from the Elsie Lawrence Trust.
2. There had been no requests for donations.
3. Accounts for payment. The schedule of accounts for payment totalling £25.00 was approved.
Council meeting

1. Apologies.
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Shuttleworth, Tibenham and Wilkinson. 
2. Members declaration of interest.
Cllr Olle declared an interest in item 11.4.
3. Minutes.
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 January were approved. 
4. Planning Applications.

4.1. NP/DDD/1209/1095, Plough Inn, Leadmill. The Council had reservations about this application because of the visual impact and concerns about parking, and thought that it would be preferable for it to be erected and taken down for each individual event as necessary.
5. Planning Decisions.

5.1. It was noted that the appeal in respect of Morley Lodge, Main Road had been dismissed. The householder had written to the Council thanking it for its support.
6. Planning Matters.
6.1. PDNPA is progressing the use of electronic consultation and had asked whether the Council would like to participate. Workshops will be held for parishes to see the system in action and to ask questions relating to the use of the system. The Council had reservations about the use of a computer at meetings to view planning applications and was concerned that clerks might not automatically be notified about applications and would be expected to check the PDNPA website to see if there were any new applications.
6.2. The Council had again been asked to comment on the Local Development Framework Consultation but had nothing further to add to its response sent on 10 December 2009.
7. Financial matters
7.1. The monthly accounts as previously circulated were approved. The treasurer reported that, subject to his estimate of other expenditure for the remainder of the year being correct, there would be £34,800 to spend on pool repairs this year. £323 had been spent on gas in December and January. Despite the cold weather, this figure would appear high. The Recreation Committee will look into this.
7.2. Accounts for payment totalling £2,939.82 (including £67.14 VAT) as previously circulated were approved. 
7.3. Councillors Cartledge and Schofield were authorised to sign cheques at the March  meeting.
8. Change of Councillor. 
8.1. The vacancy having been advertised and no request for an election having been received, a new Councillor will be co-opted at the March meeting. Applications should be received by the clerk before 23 February.
9. Correspondence.
9.1. A letter had been received from a resident of Mayfield Terrace expressing concern at the amount of dog mess in the village, particularly on Mayfield Terrace and Crossland Road. The clerk will put another notice in the Hathersage News asking owners to clear up after their dogs. Consideration will be given to the purchase of further dog bins.
9.2. A letter had been received from the Parochial Church Council asking the Parish Council to take over responsibility for the filling of the grit bin adjacent to lych gate of the Church. The Council will consider this once the review of grit bins has been completed (See item 10.6).
9.3. An email had been received from DCC regarding the filling of grit bins. This is discussed further at item 10.6.

9.4. NALC is undertaking a national review of its strategy for training in the local council sector and is conducting an online national survey. The clerk will complete this on behalf of the Council.
9.5. Derbyshire Dales CVS is holding a networking event in Hathersage on 17 February at the Methodist Hall from 9.30 am-12.00 noon. 

9.5.1. The CVS would like the chair of Hathersage Parish Council to open the event. As he is not available that day the clerk will ask the chair of Outseats Parish Council if she will do it.

9.5.2. Outseats Parish Council has invited Hathersage Parish Council to share a stall at the event. This was agreed. The clerk will liaise with the Outseats clerk.
9.6. Jim Dixon & Narendra Bejaria of PDNPA are visiting Hathersage on 1 March and the Council and Outseats Parish Council have been invited to met them at 6 pm for approximately an hour. The meeting will be informal and it gives councillors the opportunity of raising any concerns they may have on subjects such as planning, provision of affordable homes or any other issues connected with living and working in the Park.

9.7. The Derbyshire Community Climate Action Conference will take place at County Hall, Matlock on Saturday 13 March. Any councillor wishing to attend should contact the clerk.
10. Village Matters.
10.1. Youth Club Stanage Hall lease. Councillor Cook reported that the revised lease for a term of 5 years exclusive use will soon be received from the solicitors who are awaiting a response from DCC.
10.2. Request from Memorial Hall Committee for a contribution to supplement grant from DDDC towards replacing the windows. The Council had previously agreed this at the November meeting and is awaiting a formal request from the Committee.

10.3. Community Response Plan for Civil Emergencies. In hand with Cllr Cartledge and Outseats Councillor Marsden who have drawn up a draft plan.

10.4. Footpaths Report No 23. This had been circulated. Thanks were expressed to the Footpaths Officer for his report.

10.5. The Shuttleworth Memorial Path surface is in a poor condition. A site meeting had been held with Alan Kydd (Footpaths Officer). The surface is currently limestone but the PDNPA has suggested that any resurfacing should be of sandstone or gritstone pebbles. The clerk will ask PDNPA for a list of suitable contractors who could carry out the work and for advice on what method should be used for repairing it. She will then obtain quotes.
10.6. Review of grit bins. See also items 9.2 & 9.3. The clerk will write to DCC asking for confirmation of the location of its grit bins. Following its reply the Council will make a decision regarding its own grit bins, including the possibility of relocating and/or purchasing additional bins.
10.7. Issues arising from recent adverse weather conditions. Concern was again expressed about the lack of grit in the grit bins during the recent cold weather. It is believed that some grit bins had been filled but they had been immediately emptied by members of the public. The clerk was asked to remind residents via the Hathersage News that grit bins were provided for the gritting of pavements and not for personal use on driveways etc.

The Council did not think that the roads had been adequately gritted during the recent cold weather. In some cases there were cross boundary issues with the road on the Sheffield side having been gritted up to the boundary whilst the Derbyshire side remained untreated or where DCC had eventually cleared snow and removed “road closed” notices, but the Sheffield side was still snow bound, only passable with care, and the “road closed” signs at the Sheffield end were still in place.
10.8. Proposed adoption of telephone kiosk at top of Crossland Road. BT has changed the Adopt a Kiosk process. The Council voted not to proceed with the application.
11. Recreation Committee.  The minutes of the meeting held on 19 January had been circulated. A report had been received from Nashmead indicating that one quotation for the refurbishment of the toilet block had been received. The total cost would be approximately £12,000 plus VAT, including a contingency of £500. Further quotes are awaited. In view of the urgency of the matter the Council delegated to the Recreation Committee the power to accept the best quotation subject to a limit of £12,000 plus VAT. The work will be funded from the Council’s resources.
11.1. The 2009 Swimming Pool Annual Report was approved with minor alterations.
11.2. The proposed public statement regarding the future of the pool was approved with minor alterations. It will be published in the Hathersage News and sent to anyone who enquires about the future of the pool.

11.3. The Council approved a quotation for £680 including VAT from Hallamshire Heating for improving the boiler.
11.4. Some councillors raised concerns that the Friends of the Pool were not a properly constituted group and should not therefore have representation on the Recreation Committee. Cllr Olle, who is a member of Friends of the Pool, said that they preferred to keep the group informal. The Council was told that that it was helpful to have Friends representative, so it was agreed that Bill Hanley should continue in that role. The Council is grateful to the Friends for organising the distribution of the swimming pool brochures for the coming season. A public meeting will be held on 10 March.
12. Burial Ground. 

12.1. Proposed memorial garden. The clerk had contacted DDDC regarding consecration of the area and had been advised that it is a lengthy process which will take several months. DDDC is sending further information on the application process.
13. Joint Councils’ Website.  The site is now live. Training will take place on 10 February 
14. Joint Transport Committee. Cllr Olle reported that the proposed vehicle activated sign for Sheffield Road had been delayed as PDNPA had made a holding objection. The Joint Transport Committee had written to DCC expressing its dismay at this objection. A letter had been received from PDNPA attempting to justify its action. The Council considered the reasoning unjustified and the clerk was asked to write again to DCC urging it to ignore the PDNPA’s objections. Copies should be sent to PDNPA, Cllr Judith Twigg, Cllr Jacque Bevan and John Herbert.
15. Outseats Parish Council. 
15.1. Cllr Jackson reported on the January meeting the minutes of which will be circulated in due course. He had a copy of the Outseats Parish Council quarterly newsletter and suggested that the Council should consider producing something similar in the future.
15.2. Councillor Cartledge will represent Hathersage Parish Council at the next meeting of Outseats Parish Council which takes place on Monday 22 February in the Methodist Hall lounge
16. Circulation Pack. No circulation pack was issued in January.
17. Date of next meeting – 2 March 2010 at 19.30 in the Hathersage Memorial Hall, Sampson Room.
18. Items for information or next agenda. 
18.1. Parish Council Conferences 10 February, 7 pm at the Agricultural Business Centre and 23 February, 7 pm at Ashbourne Leisure Centre.
The meeting finished at 9.45 pm.
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