
Regarding the Long Causeway, the 
Council has acted to join with other parish 
councils in the Peak Park that have similar 
issues with unclassified highways.  The 
intention is that our combined voice may 
be more effective in getting action to be 
taken, especially by DCC.  One of our 
Councillors has also been involved in 
Operation Blackbrook, a police lead 
operation to monitor use by motorised 
vehicles of off-road routes like the Long 
Causeway. 
 
Regarding the Stepping Stones, DCC 
Footpaths have advised that they have 
been identified as a possible project to be 
undertaken jointly by DCC and PDNPA, 
with funding from the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan in 2010/11; in the 
meantime, engineering solutions will be 
considered with the DCC Structures 
Team.  
 
Riverside Herb and Garden Centre 
 
In the past year, the Council have been 
asked by PDNPA to review a number of 
planning applications and related 
documents for the Riverside Herb and 
Garden Centre on Castleton Road.  
Council have always been supportive of 
the good work that has been done by the 
current owners to develop a shop and café 
on the site, to complement the existing 
herb and garden centre, and we have 
responded in this way whenever PDNPA 
have asked.  I am pleased to report that a 
full board meeting of the PDNPA have 
recently approved the planning application 
for the shop and café retrospectively. 

Affordable Housing Survey 
 
Based on the Housing Needs Survey 
performed in late 2008, which indicated 
that approximately 11 new affordable 
homes were required in Hathersage and 
Outseats, representatives of Hathersage 
Parish Council and Outseats Parish 
Council have met with representatives of 
DDDC and PDNPA to consider possible 
sites for development in the village.  This 
meeting took place in December 2009 and 
included a walk around the possible 
development sites.  I understand that 
DDDC have now agreed a list of potential 
sites with PDNPA and the next stage 
would be to explore the sites with 
developers. 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
remind everyone that an open forum is 
held at the start of each Council Meeting 
for members of the public to raise any 
matters of concern.  The Council welcome 
attendance by all our residents.  The dates 
and locations of all Parish Council 
meetings can be found on the village 
website. 
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Parish Council Activities 
 
I would like to express my appreciation 
to the Councillors and Clerk who have 
worked hard for the benefit of the 
community and I would also like to 
thank the County and District 
Councillors and the Police for their 
reports and support. 
 
The Parish Council held meetings every 
month last year, apart from August and 
December.  The Planning Committee 
met three times and there was one 
Finance Committee meeting. 
 
During the year the Councillors have 
represented the Parish Council on 
numerous committees, including 
Recreation, Joint Transport, Village 
Website and the Village Plan.  We have 
had representations on a number of 
other committees, including the 
Memorial Hall, Churchyard, Church 
Charities, Burial Ground, Environment 

Group and Lafarge Liaison.  We have 
sent a representative to each meeting 
of Hathersage Parish Council and had a 
representation on the Stanage Forum.  
Councillors have also attended several 
discussion meetings, including those 
held by the Peak Park Parishes Forum 
and by Derbyshire Dales District 
Council (DDDC); Neighbourhood Watch 
has been available if necessary 
throughout the year. 
 
Council has given consideration to eight 
consultation documents received during 
the year, including the Peak District 
National Park Authority’s (PDNPA) Core 
Strategy, its Local Development 
Framework and its Landscape Strategy 
and Action Plan.  The PDNPA has also 
consulted Council on ten planning 
applications this year. Council’s policy 
of informing neighbours of the 
application and carrying out a site visit 
where necessary, before making 
recommendations to the planning 
authority, has been complied with on 
each occasion. 
 
We have kept residents informed of our 



activities by displaying Council Minutes 
on the noticeboard at the junction of 
Jaggers and Coggers Lanes and 
producing four newsletters during the 
year, which were delivered to residents’ 
homes or by email where appropriate.  
The new village website is now up and 
running, so the information on the 
noticeboard is also available to 
everyone electronically at 
www.hathersage-outseats.org.uk 
 
Four Councillors have been for training 
in the “Power of Well Being” in the past 
year and two more are due to attend 
training in the near future.  If the Council 
can qualify to use this important new 
power, it will give us significant extra 
abilities in how we can spend and raise 
funds for the local community.  The 
Clerk has also completed his training for 
the Certificate in Local Council 
Administration and we hope he will be 
successful in obtaining this qualification 
in the near future. 
 
Finance 
 
Council’s precept for the year ending 31 
March 2010 was £10,501 and the total 
expenditure was £16,551.  The biggest 
payments this year were contributions 
of £6,546.13 towards the replacement 
roof for the Memorial Hall (there was 
already a reserve in place to cover this 
cost) and £3,000 towards the running 
costs of the Swimming Pool.  Staff costs 
accounted for £1,890, with other 
running costs (insurance, room hire, 
bank and audit charges, travel and 
expenses, newsletter costs, etc) 
amounting to £1,431.  Other significant 
costs included subscriptions and 
donations totalling £283, staff training of 
£270, £495 towards grass cutting and 
keeping the Bund Wall tidy and charges 
from Derbyshire County Council 
totalling £576 for the purchase of new 
grit bins and salt.  The Council have 

also agreed to make contributions to 
Hathersage Parish Council, including 
£1,500 towards the cost of employing 
the village caretaker, £1,100 towards 
the maintenance/mowing/raking of 
playbark/etc for the playing field and 
£317 towards costs of setting up the 
village website, although some of these 
will be paid early in the next financial 
year.  Donations made by the Council 
include £260 towards the Churchyard, 
£390 to community transport schemes, 
£100 to Careline in Hathersage and £50 
to the Luncheon Centre.  
 
Council has set a precept of £10,501 for 
the financial year beginning on 1 April 
2010; our principal objective was to 
keep the precept charged to every 
household in Outseats at the same level 
as last year, given the current economic 
climate.  This has meant that the 
Council has had to reduce its reserves 
by approximately 20% and we will also 
be unable to fully fund all the areas we 
wish.  The principal expenditures 
agreed are a contribution to the 
Swimming Pool of £3,150 (an increase 
of 5% is thought essential to maintain 
this important local amenity), £990 
towards the maintenance of the playing 
field, plus an additional £800 for 
replacement playbark on the playing 
field, £1,500 towards the Hathersage 
village caretaker, £500 is budgeted for 
grass cutting in the Parish and the 
Clerk’s salary and other expenses total 
approximately £3,460.  The Council’s 
total budget for the year is £13,226. 
 
Council hope that residents will 
understand that it has had to be prudent 
at present and hopes that it can fully 
fund additional areas as the economic 
climate improves. 
 
Village Website 
 
Council would like to thank everyone 

who helped to develop the village 
website, which can be found at 
www.hathersage-outseats.org.uk.  This is 
now fully up and running and is a 
valuable source of information on what is 
happening in the village, as well as 
providing information on local clubs, 
societies, amenities and businesses, on 
the activities of the parish councils and 
on other matters of interest. 
  
Traffic in the Village 
 
The Joint Traffic Committee (JTC) met 
four times in the year, including a well 
attended meeting last May regarding 
School Lane.  The speed of traffic on the 
Sheffield Road remains a concern and 
the JTC have been disappointed that the 
vehicle activated sign (VAS) agreed by 
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) has 
now been delayed or possibly even 
cancelled following an objection by 
PDNPA.  The JTC are pursuing this issue 
actively, as well as the promised 
temporary VAS for the Castleton Road.  
The JTC were also disappointed that 
DCC Highways changed their minds at 
the eleventh hour regarding the new 
double yellow lines on Station Approach; 
again, the JTC are pursuing this issue 
actively. 
 
The Police continue to make regular 
speed checks and issue warnings and 
fines to motorists speeding in the area 
and we also welcome that they have 
issued notices where appropriate to 
vehicles parked on the pavement on 
Jaggers Lane.  We remind residents that 
they should call the Police as soon as 
they see vehicles parked in this way, so 
that the Police can take action. 
 
Grit and Grit Bins 
 
This has been a very harsh and long 
winter, which has made it very difficult to 
keep the roads open due to snow and 

ice.  Almost all of the residents of 
Outseats live on a steep hill, so it is 
important that we have sufficient grit bins 
in place and that they are regularly filled 
with grit in bad weather.  This service 
should be provided by DCC, but this 
winter they were unable to keep up with 
demand on the major roads, let alone the 
side roads in Outseats.  Both the Council 
and the JTC have sent letters to DCC 
complaining about the poor provision of 
grit to the Parish and also of the poor 
gritting of the major roads in the Hope 
Valley; we understand that DCC will be 
making a review to try to improve matters 
next time but they have already indicated 
that their budget is extremely limited.  In 
the circumstances, the Council have 
decided to try to obtain a quantity of grit 
for times of emergency, when DCC do 
not deliver as required.  We will be 
working to put this in place before next 
winter. 
 
Footpaths and the Long Causeway 
 
We would like to thank Mr. John 
Woodisse for his work as our Parish 
Footpath Officer during the year.  The 
Council was disappointed that, having 
confirmed that the work to resurface the 
footpath from Higger Lane to Ranmoor 
Lane would be completed in July, DCC 
then cancelled this work due to a budget 
overspend; we will continue to pursue 
this matter.  The Council also discovered 
during the year that Network Rail are 
considering closing the two footpaths that 
cross the railway in Hathersage and 
Outseats.  The Clerk has spoken to Phil 
Berry, the Derbyshire County Council 
Footpaths Officer for the Parish, who has 
confirmed that Network Rail must supply 
alternative routes for the paths and, if 
these are forthcoming, they must be put 
out to full consultation and all interested 
parties informed.  Therefore, the Council 
have resolved that little more can be 
done until such plans are received.   


