Minutes of Outseats Parish Council Finance Committee Meeting held on Monday 29 October 2012
in the Sampson Room of Hathersage Memorial Hall at 7.30pm
Present:

Councillor Jane Marsden – Chairman
Councillor Jean Hodgkinson
Councillor Bill Gordon
Councillor Anne Claxton
Councillor Pauline Whitney
Councillor Bill Hanley

In attendance

Clerk: David Palmer

No members of the public were present.
145/12 Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Simon Taylor (prior engagement).
146/12 Declaration of Members’ Interests
There were no declarations of interests.
147/12 Public Speaking
No members of the public were present.
148/12 Councils Budget Proposals for 2013/14
The meeting had been called, in accordance with Council’s Policy, to consider and make recommendations
on Council’s budget proposals for 2013/14. These budget proposals will be presented to Council at its
meeting on 26 November 2012, to allow the precept request to be sent to Derbyshire Dales District Council
before their requested date, which is generally in January.
A draft budget had been prepared by the Clerk, which included estimates received from the Treasurer of
Hathersage Parish Council; this had been circulated to Councillors in advance. This draft budget was
considered in detail and amendments recommended in a number of areas. It was resolved that the Clerk
should revise the budget based on the Council’s recommendations (attached as an appendix) and present
it for approval at the next full meeting of the Council on 26 November.
The overall increase in the precept was approximately 19.5%, which was almost entirely due to the need to
introduce a new reserve for the costs of the village toilets. Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) had
held a number of meetings with Hathersage Parish Council (often with Outseats representatives present)
where they had stated that they did not expect to be able to afford the running costs of the toilets in the
village centre in the future and had asking for contributions from the parish councils. A meeting held in the
village had shown the strength of support for retaining the toilets. Therefore, while DDDC had not yet
specifically requested any funds, it was thought prudent to reserve funds in case of such a request in the
next financial year. The amount reserved - £1,750 – was thought to be barely sufficient to cover Outseats’
expected contribution to the running costs of the toilets, if DDDC failed to fund them next year, but it was
resolved that this was as much as the Council could afford. Other budgets were reduced wherever
possible, to try to keep the overall increase in the precept as low as possible.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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