Minutes of Outseats Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 25 March 2013 in the Sampson Room, Hathersage Memorial Hall at 7.30pm

Present:
Councillor Jane Marsden– Chairman
In attendance
Councillor Simon Taylor
PCSO Anthony Boswell
Councillor Pauline Whitney
Clerk: David Palmer
Councillor Anne Claxton
Observing: Peter Leppard
No members of the public were present.

35/13
Apologies
There were apologies for absence from Councillors Jean Hodgkinson and Bill Gordon (both affected by the very heavy snow) and Bill Hanley (work commitment).
36/13
Variations in Order of Business
There were no variations in the Order of Business.

37/13
Declaration of Members’ Interests
No Councillor declared an interest.

38/13
Public Speaking

1. PCSO Anthony Boswell gave a brief report on crimes in the village.  In the first quarter of the year, there had been 3 burglaries (all from sheds, garages, etc), 1 criminal damage, 1 drugs offence, 11 thefts and 2 anti-social behaviour offences.  This was largely the same level of crime as had been seen in the last quarter of 2012.  PCSO Boswell said it was very important that residents ensure that their outbuildings were secure and safe – this could be done by way of such things as shed alarms, better locks, marking items with smartwater and better exterior lighting.

PSCO Boswell also gave an update on the police view that a new CCTV system is needed in the village.  The system that had been initially proposed would have been able to look up and down Main Road, read car number plates and would have had 24-hour surveillance from either Derbyshire Police HQ or the local council.  This would have cost in excess of £10,000 and PCSO Boswell acknowledged that this was well outside the means and the needs of the village.  He had made further enquiries and had identified a stand-alone system that would cost approximately £2,000.  This would include 2 cameras, so it could look up and down the Main Road, it would still have a number plate reader, but there would be no 24-hour surveillance, so the system would only be inspected if incidents occur.  The Council agreed that this sounded a far more practical solution.  PCSO Boswell said he was in discussions with local businesses to ask them to part-fund this new system and said he would speak to the Council again once these discussions had progressed.  The Council thanked him for the work he was doing regarding the CCTV and also thanked him and the other police officers for all the good work they were doing during the current bad weather.
2. District Councillor Jean Monks had sent her apologies and a report.  This included a request that as many residents as possible sign-up on DCC’s website to request superfast broadband (with no obligation).  It was agreed that the Clerk would highlight this in his report.
39/13
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
It was resolved to confirm as a correct record minutes of the meeting held on 25 February 2013.
40/13
Planning

It was resolved to confirm as a correct record minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 14 March 2013.
41/13
Footpaths
The Clerk had consulted the local PDNPA Area Ranger regarding the footpath crossing over the railway line between Jaggers Lane and Castleton Road (see minute 21/13).  He had made some very helpful suggestions, but the Council still felt that, on balance, public safety was paramount and that the current ladder stiles greatly enhanced this because they slowed down all pedestrians before they reached the railway line, giving them time to look and listen.  Therefore, it was resolved that the Clerk should thank the Area Ranger for his input, but that no further action should be taken.
42/13
Finance
1. It was resolved to note the Statement of Accounts as at 28 February 2013.
2. It was resolved that the agenda item on the proposed cleaning or replacing of the commemorative stone on the Memorial Hall be delayed until the next meeting.  This was because both of the Councillors most closely involved in this matter (Councillors Hodgkinson and Gordon) were unable to attend the meeting at short notice due to the very heavy snow.  It was noted that none of the Councillors present had a strong feeling on this matter.

3. It was resolved that the Council were happy to engage a Payroll Service to cover PAYE and other HMRC reporting issues and that the Clerk should take this matter forward.
4. It was resolved to authorise the following accounts for payment (total sum £6,931.29): 
Clerk

March salary, office allowance & expenses
£462.98

HMRC

PAYE payment for Q4
£58.60

Hathersage PC
contribution re Swimming Pool
£3,150.00

Hathersage PC
s137 contributions
£1,532.67

Hathersage PC
contributions re Playing Field, etc
£794.99

Hathersage Parochial Church Council
upkeep of churchyard
£260.00

Hathersage Luncheon Centre
donation
£50.00

Bakewell & Eyam Community Transport
donation
£400.00

Hathersage Methodist Church
room hire
£18.00

Peak Park Parishes Forum
annual subscription
£12.00

DALC

annual subscription
£192.05

43/13
Staff Matters
The Clerk reported that interviews had been held for the vacant role of Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer.  A number of good candidates had been interviewed and it had finally been decided to offer the role to Peter Leppard.  Mr Leppard had since accepted this offer and was at the meeting, so the Clerk introduced him to the Councillors present.  It was resolved that Mr Leppard would officially become the Clerk from 1 April 2013.  The current Clerk would train him over the next month or so and then act as his advisor for the forseeable future.
44/13
Leisure Committee
Since Councillor Hodgkinson was the Council’s representative on the Leisure Committee and she was unable to attend the meeting, it was resolved to postpone this item until the next meeting.  It was noted that the Terms of Reference did not give the purpose of the Committee and it was agreed that this should be included in the discussion at the next meeting.
45/13
Correspondence for Decision
1. It was resolved that Councillor Whitney and the current Clerk would represent the Council at DCC’s Parish Council Liaison Forum on 6 June at 6pm at County Hall, Matlock.
2. It was resolved that Councillor Whitney would represent the Council at a meeting on Public Rights of Way at Derbyshire Eco Centre on 9 April.
46/13
Items for Information

It was resolved that the following items for information should be received:

Sent by email:

Derbys Assoc Local Cncls
Circulars 5.13-6.13

Hathersage PC

Agenda 5/3/13

Leisure Committee
Minutes 19/2/13, Agenda 19/3/13

Swim Pool Fundraising Group
Minutes 13/2/13

Heart for Hathersage
Minutes 19/2/13, 18/3/13

Memorial Hall

AGM Minutes 4/3/13

Bill Newton-Dunn MEP
Report from Local MEP

Derbyshire ECO Centre
Course Guide Spring 2013

Came & Co

Parish Matters Spring 2013

Rural Services Network
Weekly information emails

In the Correspondence File:
DDDC
Letter re Assets of Community Value

SLCC
The Clerk March 2013

NALC
LCR Spring 2013

Clerk & Councils Direct
March 2013

Came & Co
Parish Matters Spring 2013

47/13
Committee Reports

1. Hathersage Parish Council (HPC) – Since Councillor Gordon was unable to attend the meeting, he was not able to provide a report of the last meeting of HPC.  It was noted that the minutes of the last meeting of HPC had not yet been received.  It was resolved that Councillor Whitney would attend the meeting of HPC on 2/4/13.

2. Swimming Pool Committee – Councillor Whitney reported that the replacement boiler was now up and running.  The Opening Day of the Pool the previous Saturday had been very successful and had received coverage in the national press.  There had been a great atmosphere on the opening day and lots of people had helped clear snow so that it could go ahead.
3. Allotments Group – Councillor Taylor reported that the AGM of the Allotments Group would take place on 26 April.  He said a grant of £1,000 had been received from the National Allotments Association to pay for rabbit-proof fencing and a blackthorn hedge at the new allotments.

48/13
Parish Matters and Items for Next Agenda
1. The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from PDNPA regarding Hurstclough Lane.  It was resolved that this would be included on the next agenda.
2. Councillor Marsden requested that a review of the snow clearing in the Parish be included on the next agenda.  It was resolved that a message should be sent to Derbyshire County Council, thanking them for the excellent work that they had done in recent days to clear roads in the Parish, especially Jaggers Lane and Coggers Lane.  It was noted that a few years ago, no clearing like this ever took place.

3. The Clerk reported that the Casual Vacancy for a Councillor had been advertised on the Parish Noticeboard as required.  He was awaiting confirmation from DDDC whether the co-option process could begin.  It was resolved that he should include the vacancy in his press report for the month.
Dates of Next Two Meetings
The next two meetings will be on 22 April at 7.15pm in the Sampson Room, Hathersage Memorial Hall and on 20 May at 7.30pm in Hathersage Methodist Church Lounge.
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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