Minutes of Outseats Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20 May 2013 in the Methodist Lounge, Hathersage at 7.30pm     
Present:
Councillor Jane Marsden
In attendance:
Councillor Pauline Whitney
Councillor Jacque Bevan, Derbys Dales District
Councillor Jean Hodgkinson
Councillor Peter Mander, Hathersage Parish
Councillor Bill Gordon 
Mrs Jo Wood, Hathersage School
Councillor Bill Hanley 
Mr David Palmer
(see minute 73/13)

Councillor Simon Taylor
Clerk: Peter Leppard

No members of the public were present.

70/13 
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
It was resolved unanimously that Cllr Marsden should be appointed Chairman of the Council and Cllr Whitney Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year. Cllrs Marsden and Whitney each signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

71/13
Apologies
There were apologies for absence from District Cllr Jean Monks.
72/13
Variations in Order of Business
It was agreed to take agenda item 8 (regarding the Councillor vacancy) next.
73/13
Co-option into a casual vacancy for a Councillor
This vacancy had been suitably advertised in several places for some weeks. The only application received had been from Mr David Palmer, and the Council resolved to appoint him to the vacancy. Mr Palmer then signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office, and was welcomed to the Council.    

74/13   
Declaration of Members’ Interests
Cllr Gordon declared an interest, because he is employed by the Peak District National Park. Cllr Marsden declared an interest because she is a tenant on land adjoining the location to be considered under agenda item 19 (Planning). 
75/13
Public Speaking

1. District Cllr Monks had sent a written report, the contents of which were noted. District Cllr Bevan gave a short update on the same issues. This led to a discussion about DDDC car-parking policy, which it was noted is currently under review.

2. Hathersage Cllr Mander informed the meeting that he had this month become the Chairman of Hathersage PC. There was discussion on how the 2 councils can best work together going forward.
3. Mrs Jo Wood, from Hathersage School governors, gave her termly report on school matters. 

76/13
Minutes of Parish Council Meetings
It was resolved to confirm as a correct record the minutes of meetings held on 22 April (full Council) and 9 May (Planning committee).
77/13
Dates of Parish Council meetings for the next 12 months

It was resolved that the meeting dates will be:


(2013) 24 June, 22 July, 23 September, 28 October, 25 November


(2014) 27 January, 24 February, 24 March, 28 April, (Tue) 20 May.


There will also be a Finance committee meeting on 11 November 2013.

All meetings are at 1930. The 28 April meeting will be preceded at 1915 by the Annual Parish Meeting.

78/13
Register of Members’ Interests

Members confirmed that their details in the Register remain up to date. Cllr Palmer will provide his details for the Register to the Clerk.

Action: DP
79/13
Committee representatives


It was resolved that Councillors should represent the Council on committees as follows:


Churchyard, Church Charities & Burial – Cllr Marsden

Hathersage Gala – Cllr Taylor


Hathersage Memorial Hall – Cllr Palmer


Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Gordon


Hathersage School Governors – Mrs J Wood, on behalf of Councillors


Hathersage & Outseats Joint Transport – Cllrs Palmer, Gordon and Hanley


Hathersage & Outseats Joint Website – Cllrs Whitney and Palmer


Hathersage & Outseats Amenities – Cllrs Whitney and Gordon


Hathersage & Outseats Village Plan – Cllrs Marsden, Hodgkinson and Taylor


Heart for Hathersage – Cllr Whitney

HPC Swimming Pool – Cllrs Marsden and Whitney


HPC Swimming Pool (Finance sub-committee) - Cllr Marsden


HPC Swimming Pool (Operations sub-committee) – Cllr Whitney


HPC Leisure – Cllr Hodgkinson


Hope Works Liaison - Cllr Palmer


Friends of the Millennium Garden – Cllr Taylor


Stanage Forum – Cllrs Marsden, Hodgkinson and Gordon


Hope Valley & High Peak Transport Partnership – It was resolved that the Clerk should ascertain whether Cllr Chris Furness (Bradwell PC) is still representing Outseats on this group. 
Action: Clerk
80/13
Council’s and employee’s membership of other bodies

It was resolved that paid membership should be continued, for a further year, of the Peak Park Parishes Forum, Derbyshire Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks. Action: Clerk
81/13
Risk assessments

The Council’s overall Risk Assessment document was reviewed. It was noted that the process description for the Clerk’s Income Tax does not reflect the current PAYE regime. The Clerk will update the wording, for endorsement at the next meeting.

Action: Clerk

The Council’s Snow & Ice Clearance Risk Assessment was reviewed, and it was resolved that it needs no updating.

82/13
Council Policies

The following Council policies were reviewed, and it was resolved that they need no updating:
Standing Orders

Code of Conduct

Financial Regulations*

Complaints Code of Practice

Grant Awarding Policy

Model Publication Scheme

Snow & Ice Clearance Policy 

* As a result of decisions made later in the meeting (minutes 87/13 and 92/13(3)), these will now need review. 

Action: Clerk 

83/13
Assets
The Council’s Assets Register was reviewed, and it was resolved that it is up to date.
84/13 
Insurance

It was resolved that the quotation from the Council’s current insurers to renew for the 12 months commencing 1st June 2013 was acceptable. It was resolved to accept the discount price offered in connection with entering into a 3-year agreement. 

Action: Clerk
85/13
Review of arrangements with other local authorities

The Council’s working relationships with Hathersage Parish Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council and Derbyshire County Council were felt to be working satisfactorily. While the same was essentially true for relationships with the Peak District National Park Authority, it was resolved that occasional attendance by a PDNPA Member at Outseats PC meetings should be sought. 

Action: Clerk
86/13
Review of relationships with the press/media

These were felt to be satisfactory at present.

87/13
Internal audit

Following the resignation of Cllr Claxton, it was resolved that Cllr Palmer would take over her internal audit responsibilities. These are not formally documented, and it was resolved that the Clerk should rectify this by producing a draft amendment to the Financial Regulations, for ratification at the next meeting.

Action: Clerk

Brian Wood had indicated his willingness to continue as the Council’s auditor for FY2013-14, and it was resolved accordingly that he should be appointed.
88/13
Planning Application NP/DDD/0413/0325 – Severn Trent telemetry control kiosk near Ranmoor Hill
It was resolved to respond to the Peak District National Park Authority as follows:

Action: Clerk
Outseats Parish Council has considered this planning application, and appreciates that it will improve the supply of water to the locality. The proposal is acceptable to the Parish Council.
89/13 
Dore Neighbourhood Area
A proposal by the Dore Village Society to designate a Dore Neighbourhood Area was reviewed, noting that the proposed Area reaches as far as the Outseats parish boundary. 
90/13
Footpaths
Correspondence was noted from:
-      Derbyshire County Council, regarding this year’s DCC funding of rights-of-way minor maintenance.

-      Redwood Landscapes, quoting prices for various footpath maintenance activities.

It was resolved to: 
· accept Redwood Landscapes’ quotation, including the extra footpath within it this year.
· investigate whether remedial ground-works to the footpath from Coggers Lane to Brookfield Drive might be fundable from the available DCC monies. The Clerk will obtain an estimate for this work; once that is received, a decision will be made on how best to utilise DCC’s funding. 
Action: Clerk 

91/13
Highways

It was noted that, with respect to the 2 dangerous trees on Birley Lane at risk of falling onto the highway, no response had been received to the Clerk’s letter to the landowner (see minute 56/13).
92/13
Finance
1. It was resolved to note the Statement of Accounts as at 30 April 2013.
2. It was resolved to authorise the following accounts for payment (total sum £665.88): 
· Clerk - salary, office allowance and expenses for May
£171.84
· B Wood – audit of 2012/13 accounts
     
£59.10
· National Association of Local Councils - conference fee
£132.00
· Broker Network Ltd – insurance cover for 2013/14
£302.94
3. It was resolved to accept recommendations from the Clerk to (a) move the Council’s reserve funds to a higher-interest-bearing account and (b) put in place arrangements for the Council to start to use internet banking for making most payments. (This will necessitate amendments to the Council’s Financial Regulations.)


Action: Clerk
93/13
HPC Leisure Committee
This committee’s Terms of Reference were further reviewed, and felt to be suboptimal to some degree. However, it was resolved not to pursue the matter at present, pending other discussions with HPC.







94/13
Correspondence for Decision
It was resolved that the Clerk will represent the Council at the forthcoming DALC HR workshop. It was also resolved that the Clerk will represent the Council at the DALC AGM in September.  
Action: Clerk
95/13
Items for Information

It was resolved that the following items for information should be received:

             Sent by email:

             Derbyshire Assocn of Local Councils
Circulars 9.13, 10.13 & 11.13

             Hathersage PC                        

Agenda 7/5/13
             Swimming Pool Committee                   
Agenda 14/5/13, Marketing committee minutes 1/5/13
             Heart for Hathersage               

Minutes 17/4/13
 


             Derbyshire County Council                      Letter re extension to Long Causeway closure

             Peak District National Park Authority
Climate Change & Sustainable Building Supplementary Planning

             Hope Valley Rail Users Group

Report of meeting with Department for Transport 

  

             Rural Action Derbyshire              
Update emails
             Rural Services Network         

Update emails

             Available at the meeting:

             Clerks & Councils Direct magazine
May 2013

             The Clerk magazine


May 2013

96/13    Committee Reports
1. Hathersage Parish Council – Cllr Hodgkinson reported on the May meeting of HPC. It was resolved that Cllr Gordon will attend the June meeting of HPC.



     
Action: BG
2. Swimming Pool Committee – Cllr Whitney reported on the latest swimming pool matters.

3. Leisure Committee – Cllr Hodgkinson reported on the latest position re the proposed skateboard park.

4. Joint Transport Committee - It was noted that the next meeting will be on 1 July. Correspondence with DCC over no-parking yellow lines is continuing, but without a firm result yet.

5. Allotments Group - Cllr Taylor reported on developments regarding rabbit-proof fencing.
6. Heart for Hathersage – It was noted that planning permission for the scheme has now been granted.

7. PDNPA’s ARP committee – Cllr Hodgkinson reported on the current position regarding re-letting of the North Lees Hall farm tenancy.

97/13
Parish Matters and Items for Next Agenda
1. The Council noted that Chris Cartledge, formerly of Hathersage Parish Council, is writing a paper on possible avenues for developing the Hathersage and Outseats Councils’ relationship in future.

2. Cllr Palmer asked that, at the next meeting, there be an agenda item on providing extra bench seat(s) in the parish.







Action: Clerk 

Dates of Next Meetings
The next two meetings will be at 7.30pm on 24 June and 22 July.
The meeting closed at 9.50pm.
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