
Minutes of Outseats Parish Council planning committee held on Monday 20 January 2014 in the Bunkhouse meeting room, Thorpe Farm, Outseats at 2.30pm 
Present:
Councillor Jane Marsden – Chairman
In attendance
Councillor Jean Hodgkinson
Clerk: Peter Leppard
Councillor Bill Gordon
Councillor Pauline Whitney

No members of the public were present.
01/14
Apologies
There were apologies for absence from Cllrs David Palmer and Bill Hanley (work commitments).
02/14
Declaration of Members’ Interests
Cllr Gordon declared an interest, because he is employed by the Peak District National Park.

03/14
Public Speaking

None.
04/14     Planning Decision
It was noted that PDNPA has consented to application NP/DDD/0713/0600 (6, Cliiffe Lane).
05/14     Planning Application NP/DDD/1213/1060 (Birchfield, Jaggers Lane)  

It was noted that, following discussion with councillors individually, the Clerk had responded to PDNPA as follows:

Outseats Parish Council has nothing to add to its comments when the application was previously considered in 2009. The Council supports the application. 

06/14     Planning Application NP/DDD/1113/1055 (9, Park Edge) 
After a discussion of the application, it was resolved to respond to PDNPA as follows:

 

Outseats Parish Council has no objection to this application, and it appears to represent a worthwhile enhancement to the property, without appreciable detriment to anyone else.




Action: Clerk

07/14     Planning Application NP/DDD/1213/1083 (North Lees Hall) 
After a discussion of the application, it was resolved to respond to PDNPA as follows:

Outseats Parish Council is, in the main, happy to endorse this application, but with one reservation: The 'Heritage Statement', p.5, states that a bio-mass heating system will be installed. While this in itself is fine, there is no statement about where the fuel (logs and pellets) for this will be stored, nor about what the exhaust flue arrangements will be for this system. The Council believes that there need to be satisfactory answers to these questions before the application can be approved.  





Action: Clerk

08/14     Planning Application NP/DDD/1213/1112 (Cow Close Farm) 
After a discussion of the application, it was resolved to respond to PDNPA as follows:

Outseats Parish Council recommends to PDNPA that the application be rejected. The following points are pertinent:

1. Page 3 of Fisher German's justification statement paints an erroneous picture of the circumstances of the Wilcockson family - who are well known to parish councillors. Muriel Wilcockson ('the mother' in the justification statement) was in partnership with her sons David and Edward in the running of Cow Close Farm; she was an active contributor to that partnership, so it is quite wrong (para 3.3) to say that she had "no connection with the farm" after her son's marriage. This in turn destroys the argument that the farmhouse was used at that time in breach of the agricultural occupancy condition.

2. When the present owner of Cow Close Farm purchased it, it was undoubtedly a viable farm. We understand that he has chosen since then to dispose of some of the farm's land, which has made Cow Close less viable; however, he was under no compulsion to do that. Furthermore, the Council (which includes councillors who have a deep understanding of farming) believes that it is incorrect to argue that the farm is no longer viable, as it could still form the basis of a viable operation if the occupant were to lease some extra land - which would be a credible approach to take. 

3. Judging by recent evidence locally (most notably the Peak Park's own search for a tenant for North Lees Farm), there is appreciable demand from persons trying to obtain a farm, and it therefore makes little sense to allow Cow Close to cease to be a farm. Therefore, it would be prudent for the agricultural occupancy condition to remain.

4. The Council believes PDNPA's long-standing policy with regard to the need for agricultural occupancy conditions is still largely fit for purpose, and does not believe it would be helpful to other cases if a precedent were to be established at Cow Close of allowing that condition to lapse without any strong reason.  

Action: Clerk

09/14     English Woodland Grant Scheme Contract (ref.35105) – Dennis Knoll

PDNPA had sought the Council’s view on this proposed woodland-management scheme. The Council         resolved that it had no objection to the scheme; the Clerk will advise PDNPA accordingly. Action: Clerk 
.

The meeting closed at 3.15pm.
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