HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Hathersage Memorial Hall,
at 7.30 p.m. on 5th July 2016.
	Councillors Present:
	Bill Gordon; Bill Hanley; Bridget Hanley; David Jackson; Peter Mander ; Jane Marsden; Rosie Ollé;  James Shuttleworth; Stuart Turner; .

	Also In attendance:
	Chris Cave (RFO); Allyson Jones (Clerk); Christine Wilkinson (Assistant Clerk); District Councillor Jean Monks; County Councillor Judith Twigg and 2 members of the public.

	048/16
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Kat Love; Heather Rodgers; Jennifer Wedgwood and Pauline Whitney; Sarah Mappin (who had been expected to be co-opted at this meeting now deferred to August meeting) and PCSO Anthony Boswell. 

	049/16
	
	Business was varied as the co-option of a new Councillor would not now take place. 

	050/16
	
	There were no declarations of interest.

	051/16
	
	Public Participation

	051/16
	a)
	County Councillor Twigg had presented a cheque for £100 for swimming teacher training. It was confirmed that the potholes reported at the June meeting had now been repaired. Cllr Bridget Hanley reported that there are overhanging trees on the footpath alongside The Beeches, Sheffield Road. Cllr Twigg will arrange that DCC write to the residents and offer to cut the hedge. Cllr Bill Gordon asked that HPC be sent written particulars of what exactly DCC is proposing to do to repair Hurstclough.

	051/16
	b)
	District Councillor Jean Monks had sent a report which had been circulated. She congratulated the Parish Council on the new Parish Magazine; She is still pursuing HPC request for DDDC to provide extra burial ground as an urgent requirement. Cllr Monks advised of a possible source for wood bark but it was established that a particular specification is required for play bark. Cllr Marsden will establish if there is a potential for the cheaper supplier. Residents had been sent Better Care Closer to Home literature from DDDC. The proposal to close Newholme Hospital at Bakewell is a major concern for loss of a range of facilities. There is an on-line questionnaire. Further major budget cuts are being planned with £350,000 cuts required 2018-19. DDDC are investigating a joint venture to deliver housing for rent. They will be webcasting future meetings which will enable people to follow them in real time or at a later date. The Northern Forum is at the ABC on July 26 at 7.00pm. There is a different format, more like a seminar, designed to achieve better liaison. 

	051/16
	c)
	PCSO Anthony Boswell had sent apologies. There had been no reported crimes or anti-social behaviour since his last report. He will be patrolling for the carnival at the weekend. Cllr Mander advised that the CCTV cameras (which have been faulty for several years) had been found to have been left running at the Parish Room. They are now switched off.

	051/16
	d)
	A member of the public asked if the Network Rail Inquiry outcome had yet been received. It had not. Also he enquired regarding any progress with repairs to the Stepping Stones. The Clerk read out the minutes from the Transport Committee meeting of 1st June which detailed the action being taken to achieve repairs to the Stepping Stones. Councillors are mindful that there is a risk that the route will be closed. The member of the public queried if ownership and responsibility for the stones might lie with Bamford Mill.
The member of the public asked if the Affordable Housing Survey results were yet known. They are not. It was clarified that the survey was being conducted by DDDC, not by HPC.

A Councillor speaking as a member of the public made the meeting aware of 80th pool anniversary commemorative products which are available for sale and will be available at the Gala on Saturday.

	
	
	Cllrs Twigg and Monks and one member of the public left the meeting at this point.

	052/16
	
	The minutes of the meeting of 7th June 2016 had been circulated were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.

	053/16
	
	Financial Matters – RFO’s Report.

	053/16
	.1
	The RFO had circulated the Financial Reports which were received. HPC is pretty much running to budget.

	053/16
	.2
	Accounts for payment, previously circulated, totalling £35,270.76 inclusive of VAT of £2,619.56 which had been scrutinised by Cllrs Mander and Rodgers were approved. A payment of £711.85 to Severn Trent Water shown on the schedule was not approved and is held awaiting the outcome of the RFO’s query with Severn Trent.
Page 1 of 4: Chair’s Initials ……………………………………. Date: 2nd August 2016

	053/16
	.3
	Accounts for the period to 26th June 2016 as previously circulated, were accepted.

	053/16
	.4
	Councillors Marsden and Ollé were authorised to scrutinise payments and sign cheques on 2nd August. Start time 6.45 pm. They were also authorised to approve and pay wages and any urgent items between this and the 2nd August meeting. The clerk will send a reminder.

	053/16
	.5
	The RFO explained the position of HPC with regard to legislation on Workplace Pensions. HPC needs to decide its position for - a) Choice of pension provider b) Eligibility c) Contribution level d) Deferment. It was resolved that HPC will use NEST the workplace pension set up by the government which is economical for employers and easy to set up.

The Finance Committee will meet September/October to consider items b), c) and d) above.

	053/16
	.6
	Because ‘spikes’ in weekly wages can have a major impact on pension eligibility, the RFO asked HPC to consider paying pool staff on a 4 weekly basis rather the current weekly basis. It was acknowledged that it might be necessary to help staff get into a new pattern. The Finance Committee will bring proposals on this if considered appropriate.

	053/16
	.7
	The Hathersage Players had invited a representative from HPC to receive a donation for the defibrillators fund. Cllr Mander had advised them that the donation should properly be presented to a member of the group of residents who had been directly involved in fundraising and getting the defibrillators installed. 

	
	
	(Business was suspended to deal with KGF agenda, then resumed)

	054/16
	
	Swimming Pool Committee

	054/16
	.1
	The minutes of the Swimming Pool Committee meeting of 14th June 2016 were received. See SPC minutes for details. Cllr Jackson reported on key issues.

	054/16
	.2
	The summer solstice 24 hour swim, a King George’s Field event, had been very successful with 407 miles swum.

	054/16
	.3
	Season Ticket sales are down compared to last year. Mike and George are investigating.

	054/16
	.4
	Planning application for the solarium roof and changing room solar panels will be going in in the next 2 weeks.

	054/16
	.5
	A meeting had been held with Karen Hendriksen of Derbyshire Dales concerning future funding of the pool. The Treasurer’s report of the meeting had been circulated. Future actions will be planned at the July Swimming Pool Committee meeting.

	054/16
	.6
	 The new electricity contract was ratified. Supplier - Yu Energy; Contract term - 1 year; Unit price - 11.59p; Daily standing charge - £0.30.

	055/16
	
	Recreation Committee

	055/16
	.1
	The minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting of 21st June 2016 were received. See RC minutes for details. Cllr Marsden reported on key issues. 

	055/16
	.2
	The MUGA surface has been installed. Early reports are that it is a more slippery surface. Cllr Love had queried this with the suppliers. They suggest that the previous surface was so rough that if users are wearing the same footwear as before they will find it much smoother with less friction.  Different footwear with more friction on the soles was advisable. The slipperiness will reduce over time. The drainage appears to be satisfactory with no pooling, even over recent heavy rain. This will be monitored. The nets are marked out accurately which does not match the actual position of the nets. Bikes etc must not be used on the surface as these will cause damage. Signage was approved to state ‘Please help us to look after our MUGA. No bikes, scooters or skateboards allowed as they will damage the surface (except for pre-school children under adult supervision.) Please do not climb on the fence.’ Mike to order signage.

Clerk to ask school to advise the children that bikes etc will damage the surface.

	055/16
	.3
	The outdoor table tennis table has been installed. Signs will be put up to say that bats and balls are available for hire from the pool office

	055/16
	.4
	A decision whether to purchase NoMow will be deferred until the July meeting.

	055/16
	.5
	Authorisations was given to purchase new play bark. The RFO to advise if the last order was a refill or a top-up to determine how much to order this time

	055/16
	.6
	A number of residents attended the RC meeting and have re-formed the Playing Field Association. The RC will involve the PFA in decisions on the Playing Field, and the members of the PFA will volunteer to help with e.g. play bark installation.

	055/16
	.7
	The RC are working on a new policy on installation of benches in the village. This is a complex issue and will be continued at the July RC meeting.
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	056/16
	
	Planning Committee. The Planning Committee had met on 27th June and considered -  

	056/16
	.1
	NP/DDD/0616/0515, Brackenfield, The Dale. Proposed new Sun Lounge Extension. There are no objections to this application.

	056/16
	.2
	NP/DDD/0616/0514, 24 Moorland Rd. Proposed rear extension to the property and conversion of the roof space into additional bedroom accommodation. There are no objections to this application. 

	056/16
	.3
	Planning Decisions noted. NP/DDD0316/0213 Chaseley, Coggers Lane. NP/DDD/0316/0282 St Michaels and All Angels Church. NP/DDD/0316/0283 Public Conveniences Main Rd. Both granted. 

	056/16
	.4
	The Planning Committee had met on 4th July and considered -  

	056/16
	.5
	NP/DDD/0616/0560, 9 Hill Lane Hathersage. New entrance porch and rear extension. There are no objections to this application.

	056/15
	.6
	An appeal against the Planning decision for application NP/DDD/0915/0913, Smelters Cottage, has been sent to the Planning Inspectorate. Comments on this appeal, ref. APP/M9496WI/16/3151518 to be made to the Inspectorate by 4th August.  Smelters Cottage appeal and any further representations to the Inspectorate to be considered at the next meeting.

	056/16
	.7
	The date of the next Planning Committee meeting is to be confirmed.

	057/16
	
	Report of the Amenities Committee and Heart 4 Hathersage Working Group.

	057/16
	.1
	The working group had met on 13th June, the minutes had been circulated and were received. 

	057/16
	.2
	The constitution of the group had been queried by members. It was agreed by HPC that it was operating as a Working Group on a one-off project rather than as a permanent committee of the Parish Council, and that therefore the full Terms of Reference of a PC Committee do not apply.

	057/16
	.3
	The development proposals and fundraising will be promoted at a range of Gala events and by posters throughout the village to be produced by Alistair Cook.

	057/16
	.4
	A drop-in public meeting will be held on 16th July from 12 till 3 pm and it was agreed as many Councillors as possible will attend. Plans need to be available to show the up-to-date details and full information on costings must be provided. Feedback from Hathersage residents will need to be formally collected with a new form containing the full details including the effect on the Council Tax of HPC taking out of a PWLB Loan. The previous feedback form had not been produced by the Clerk or Assistant Clerk who did not have electronic copies. Cllr Jackson gave his apologies for the 16th July drop-in meeting. Simon Cowling will be attending to provide technical knowledge to answer and residents’ questions.

	057/16
	.5
	HPC approved the fees of £700 to a maximum of £1,000 for carrying out a public utilities survey on the area involved in the development.

	057/16
	.6
	The Clerk has written to Acclaim Housing Group Ltd (formerly Dales Housing) formally requesting a letter of authorisation for development of a toilet block on formerly Dale Housing land.

	057/16
	.7
	Councillors present confirmed that they had received and read the PWLB documents provided by the RFO.

	058/16
	
	Transport Committee

	058/16
	.1
	On 20th June TC members had carried out a survey of parking/yellow lines throughout the village. Notes are to follow. The TC will then have a further meeting with Isabel Mulligan of DCC.

	059/16
	
	Website Working Group had nothing to report.

	060/16
	
	Update on additional Burial Ground. District Councillor Jean Monks is continuing to pursue this but has nothing to report at this time.

	061/16
	
	Clerk’s report/correspondence

	061/16
	.1
	Co-option of new Councillor. Sarah Mappin had sent apologies for the July meeting but is expected to attend and be co-opted at the August meeting,

	061/16
	.2
	Consultation on DCC proposals to stop grant funding to Voluntary and Community Sector.
The Clerk was instructed to respond on behalf of HPC. 
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	061/16
	.3
	There had been several very positive responses to the first edition of the Parish Council Magazine. It was noted that as the first issue it was appropriate that the bulk of the content was the Annual Report, but that for future issues contributions from Councillors and others would be welcome and reports from the Committees would be necessary on a quarterly basis. These would be based on meeting minutes and would contribute towards next year’s Annual Report.

	061/16
	.4
	Support for NHS services – consultation and public meeting. The Clerk was instructed to respond on behalf of HPC with a strong response particularly regarding the closure of Newholme Hospital and loss of outreach services.

	061/16
	.5
	The Clerk read out a ‘Thank you’ card from Diane Stevens for the new bench which she had donated to the Playing Field in memory of her mother.

	061/16
	.6
	School Run event May/June 2017 – request to use football pitch and Ibbotson’s field for parking (for information). Noted.

	061/16
	.7
	Government Consultation - Larger Council Transparency Code – reply deadline 8th July 016. It was noted that this created an increased workload for relatively small Parish Councils with limited resources.

	061/16
	.8
	Government Consultation - PWLB – reply deadline 3rd August. This was noted.

	061/16
	.9
	The Rural Housing Enabler had sent a letter advising that the proposed Castleton Road site was unsuitable for an affordable housing development due to drainage system costs. This had been circulated to Councillors ahead of the June HPC meeting but was received too late to be recorded on the agenda. The contents of the letter had been noted and it had been publicised on the PC website for the information of residents.

	061/16
	.10
	DCC notices of Temporary Road Closures for surface dressing works on B60001, Grindleford and School Lane, The Dale and Ringinglow Road, Cam Heights and Fiddlers Elbow were noted.

	062/16
	
	Village Matters

	062/16
	.1
	Councillor Mander is liaising with Sue Adams regarding replacing the Parish Room windows. 

	062/16
	.2
	Chamber of Commerce – there has been no further interest shown in the setting up of a Chamber of Commerce following the invitation to businesses in the Parish Magazine.

	062/16
	.3
	Councillors Gordon and Marsden attended the Hope Valley meeting and found it interesting and informative.  The main issue raised had been cyclists riding in groups. Police representatives came with answers to questions raised at the previous meeting. Peak Park and Severn Trent also attended. It was planned to hold the meeting on a quarterly basis to discuss common concerns for Hope Valley. Next on the agenda will be car parking shortages.  HPC will send a delegate or delegates on a regular basis.  The Minutes are produced by High Peak Borough Council. 

	062/16
	.4
	Caretaker’s Report. The Clerk gave a report from the Caretaker regarding a small fire which had been deliberately set in the bus shelter. The Caretaker advised that this could be early stages of a pattern of problem behaviour in relation to fires and to be aware of potential development.

	063/16
	
	The Memorial Hall Management Committee

	063/16
	.1
	 The MHMC had met on 7th June 2016.  Cllr Mander reported that the committee were planning to renovate the toilets and looking for funding of £15,000. With HPC in role of Custodian Trustees it was unclear what HPC could do to assist and needs looking into further – c/f.

	064/16
	
	DALC Circulars up to 12; 2016 and other relevant material had been circulated. 

	065/16
	
	The next meeting will be at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 2nd August 2016 in the Memorial Hall. 

	066/16
	
	Items for the August 2016 agenda – Pool Café Lease.

	
	
	The meeting closed at 21.36 pm.
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