HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Memorial Hall
at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 7th February 2017.
        Before the start of formal proceedings Christine Wilkinson, the former Assistant Clerk was presented with flowers and a card in thanks from the Council for her contribution to its work.
	Councillors Present:
	Bill Gordon; Bill Hanley; Bridget Hanley; David Jackson; Kat Love; Peter Mander; 
Jane Marsden; Heather Rodgers; James Shuttleworth; Stuart Turner and 
Jennifer Wedgwood.

	Also In attendance:
	Chris Cave (RFO); Allyson Jones (Clerk); Steve Wyatt (Asst. Clerk); District Councillor Jean Monks, County Councillor Judith Twigg and 2 members of the public.


	191/16
	
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Rob Hall; Rosie Olle; and Pauline Whitney, and PCSO Anthony Boswell.

	192/16
	
	The order of business was varied to bring forward agenda item 6.4 DDDC Funding Review to deal with this while District Councillor Jean Monks was in attendance.

	193/16
	
	No interests were declared 

	194/16
	a)
	County Councillor Judith Twigg asked for any DCC issues to be brought to her attention. Cllr Rodgers reported on street lights still out after being reported on-line 2 weeks previously. Cllr Rodgers will forward the job no. to Cllr Twigg to enable her to chase. Cllr Gordon reported problems with 3 gates on Stanage need attention.

	194/16
	b)
	District Councillor Jean Monks reported that DDDC supports the Great British Spring Clean litter pick etc. on 3 – 5 March. She reminded Cllrs of the Community Forum dates 13th and 21st February. It was noted that the only options were for a Monday or Tuesday and more weekday evening options would improve ability for people to attend.
DDDC Funding Review – DDDC had notified HPC of plans for a phased reduction in funding for Hathersage pool, with a further review in 2021. District Cllr Monks asked how she could best support the pool. It was noted that other DDDC Leisure facilities are being outsourced, however equipment is being refurbished prior to outsourcing. Part of the reduction in funding proposals included a review of the pool waste collection arrangements. It was noted that pool running costs are increasing substantially because of minimum wage and workplace pension legislation. It was agreed to take this issue to the February Swimming Pool Committee meeting and the SPC was delegated to respond to Cllr Monks and DDDC Officer Karen Henriksen Head of Resources. See also item 195/16.4 below under Finance.
It was noted that the committed expenditure reserve held by Derbyshire Dales District Council will all be used for the solarium building works.  

	194/16
	c)
	There was no police report

	194/16
	d)
	Two members of the public made representation to the Parish Council that because the Post Code S32 1BR includes properties on Birley Lane, Church Bank, also Cow Close Farm, Brookfield Manor, North Lees Campsite and even parts of Stanage Edge, drivers often of large vehicles looking for North Lees Campsite, relying on satellite navigation are frequently directed up Church Bank to Carr Head and get stuck, with residents having to go to their assistance. HPC agreed to support the residents request for a different Post Code for the Birley Lane properties. (Clerk’s Note:  After I wrote in support of this request, Suzanne Norton, Business Support Technical Supervisor for DDDC replied to confirm that arrangements are in hand with Royal Mail to allocate a new Post Code to the Birley Lane residents.)

	195/16
	
	Finance

	195/16
	.1
	The RFO had circulated the Financial Reports which were received. A copy of the report is included with the minutes on file.

	195/16
	.2
	Accounts for payment, previously circulated, totalling £13,201.88 inclusive of VAT of £670.24 which had been scrutinised by Councillors Marsden and Rodgers were approved. 

	195/16
	.3
	Councillors Mander and Jackson were authorised to scrutinise payments and sign cheques on 7th March 2017. Start time 6.45 pm. They were also authorised to approve and pay wages and any urgent items between this and the 7th March meeting. The clerk will send a reminder.
Cllr Love volunteered to sign cheques at the April meeting. This was noted. 
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	195/16
	.4
	DDDC Funding Review proposals. The RFO has received notice that DDDC will reduce funding to the pool by 10% each year over 2018/19 and 2019/20. There will be a further review in 2021. Cllr Jackson noted that it was appreciated that we had been given plenty of notice to budget accordingly. The detail discussion was carried forward to the Swimming Pool Committee meeting of 14th February 2017.

	195/16
	.5
	Pool Wages. In April 2017, the National Living Wage increases from £7.20 to £7.50 per hour. (4.17%) The RFO had circulated details of the impact of this on the wage bill. It was unanimously approved that the pool staff wages be increased by 4.17%, and that the differential be maintained for staff whose wages are higher than the minimum.

	195/16
	.6
	The DALC subscription renewal was agreed at the enhanced rate of £554 which includes free Group 1 training courses. It is anticipated that at least 4 free training courses will be taken up giving a saving compared with the basic subscription of £404 plus training at £40 per course per delegate. It was approved that the Assistant Clerk be booked on the 4th April Essential Clerk Training session.

	195/16
	.7
	Bank Deposits. The RFO advised that under the FSCS the first £85,000 of a deposit is protected if the bank should fail. As HPC has more than £85,000 deposited in more than one account the additional sums are not protected. The RFO will bring proposals to spread the deposits more securely to the March HPC meeting.

	195/16
	.8
	It was unanimously approved to appoint Brian Wood as Internal Auditor for the coming year.

	195/16
	.9
	It was unanimously approved that all Councillors be included on all bank mandates.

	195/16
	.10
	All Councillors agreed with the DC&LG terms and conditions for the PWLB loan (copy attached to these minutes). 

	
	
	(Business was suspended to deal with KGF agenda, then resumed.)

	196/16
	
	Swimming Pool Committee

	196/16
	.1
	The minutes of the Swimming Pool Committee meeting of 10th January 2017 were received. See SPC minutes for details. Cllr Jackson reported on key issues.

	196/16
	.2
	A problem with the electricity feed had been resolved.

	196/16
	.3
	Work was being carried out to improve the Disabled Access and signage.

	196/16
	.4
	Some preparatory work needs to be carried out to the café ceiling/floor of the solarium prior to the solarium roof refurbishment. It was approved to have the work done during 6 – 10 pm over several evenings while the café was closed, to minimise disruption to the café and enable the refurbishment work to go ahead asap and avoid delaying the pool opening as far as possible. The estimated cost will be £3 - £3.5k which was approved.

	196/16
	.5
	The quotes for flooring in the toilet blocks were considered. The quote of £1,748 from Mister Carpet (Altro Pisces) was approved, and the colour agreed as the one recommended by Pool Management

	196/16
	.6
	Polysolar are due on site 1st week in March which will put the opening date back 1 week.

	197/16
	
	Recreation Committee

	197/16
	.1
	The Recreation Committee had met on 17th January. Minutes had been circulated and were received. They are posted on the website. 

	197/16
	.2
	A key issue was to clarify the terms for the hire of the MUGA. The RFO advises the MUGA is left open during the daytime for free use during daylight hours. Tennis hirers pay at the pool office for hire of nets etc. Otherwise Kevin gives tokens at the café for use of lights and lets the RFO know how much users owe and the RFO invoices them accordingly. The RFO will check with pool office if there are any other circumstances where hirers are charged at the office.

	197/16
	.3
	Maintenance of the MUGA is to be a Recreation Committee agenda item.

	197/16
	.4
	The graffiti on the skate park has faded somewhat. Free Style have been consulted. 

	197/16
	.5
	It was not considered necessary to hold a Recreation Committee meeting in February so the next meeting will be 21st March. (Clerk’s note: Due to subsequent issues a Recreation Committee meeting was called for 21st February.)

	198/16
	
	Planning Committee.  

	198/16
	.1
	The Planning Committee had met just prior to the 7th February HPC main meeting.

	198/16
	.2
	It had considered Planning Application NP/DDD/1216/1276 Chaseley, Coggers Lane. Removal of condition 2 from planning consent NP/DDD/0316/0213.  No objections.
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	198/16
	.3
	Planning Decisions noted - NP/DDD/1016/1042 Booths Farm, existing window, convert to external door – GRANTED

NP/DDD/1016/1005 Lower Booths Farm, Conversion of garage to a living room - GRANTED

	198/16
	.4
	The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting will be circulated in due course.

	198/16
	.5
	The date of the next Planning Committee meeting is to be decided.

	199/16
	
	Report of the Amenities Committee and Heart 4 Hathersage Working Group.

	199/16
	.1
	The key issue now is the approval of the PWLB loan which the RFO will chase. All planning approvals are in place and funding has been given for a clock. As soon as the PWLB loan is approved a start date will be agreed with the contractors.

	200/16
	
	Transport Committee

	200/16
	.1
	The Transport Committee had met on 9th January 2017. The minutes had been circulated and were received. 

	200/16
	.2
	The key issue was the proposal for changes to the parking restrictions in the village.

	200/16
	.3
	Purchase of ‘No unauthorised parking ‘signage @ £25 was approved by full Council. (Two signs to be purchased.) 

	201/16
	
	Website Group – nothing to report. 

	202/16
	
	Burial Ground. The Clerk to ask Redwood Landscapes to consider including a Memorials stability inspection as part of the grounds maintenance programme for the Burial Ground, and if agreeable, to provide a costing for a six-monthly check.

	203/16
	
	Clerk’s report/correspondence. 

	203/16
	.1
	Policy on use of outside professionals/consultants. The Clerk had circulated a proposed amendment to the Standing Orders (see appendix 1). The amendment was approved.

	203/16
	.2
	DDDC Amendment to Off Street Parking.  Details had been circulated. It was agreed that the Clerk will write to object to the implementation of parking charges for vehicles displaying a Disabled Blue Badge, and also that the consultation period is not sufficient for a Parish Council consultation which needs to allow for a monthly meeting. 

	203/16
	.3
	The Clerk had received no further information regarding Post Office services in Hathersage. 

	203/16
	.4
	WW1 Tribute Beacons of Light 11th November 2018. It was agreed that HPC will arrange a beacon for Hathersage. Cllr Gordon will be the Beacon Co-ordinator and it will be located at the Ridgeway side, open to the public.

	203/16
	.5
	Further to Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport request for funding, their annual accounts had been received and circulated. A donation of £900 had been provided for within the budget. A donation of £900 was approved.

	203/16
	.6
	A Temporary Road Closure Notice had been received to close an un-named road, Outseats from its junction with the A57 to the County Boundary 20 -27 March 2017.

	203/16
	.7
	Renewal of Public Space Protection Orders – It was agreed to renew the existing PSPO for King George’s Field for the exclusion of dogs and a penalty for not cleaning up dog fouling.

	204/16
	
	Village Matters

	204/16
	.1
	Flooding School Lane – a site meeting has been arranged with DCC officers, Parish Council representatives and interested parties for 9.00 am on Friday 10th February 2017. 

	205/16
	
	Memorial Hall

	205/16
	.1
	Derbyshire County Council has sent notice to terminate its Tenancy of The Stanage Hall on 20th April 2017. The notice was addressed to Hathersage Parish Council as landlord. It was agreed that a copy of the lease will be obtained from the Memorial Hall Management Committee, the terms be checked for dilapidations, and a meeting be arranged with a representative of DCC to agree reparations. MHMC to be included as partners to the lease.

Cllr Jackson will oversee the preparation of a Scott Schedule.

	205/16
	.2
	Due to room requirements, the Brownies had been unable to swap meeting rooms with the Parish Council.

	206/16
	
	It was noted that DALC Circulars up to 03/2017 - and all other relevant items had been circulated to Cllrs and other relevant persons. 

	207/16
	
	The next meeting will be at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 7th March 2017 in the Main Hall.

	208/16
	
	No new items were noted for the March agenda.

	
	
	The meeting closed at 21.30 pm.
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Appendix 1.

HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL

Proposed amendment/addition to Standing Orders in relation to use of external advisors and consultants. 
This amendment to Standing Orders has been drafted in order that Hathersage Parish Council is seen to provide value for money, and that money is spent efﬁciently to provide an effective service. 
Section 18 Financial Controls and Procurement

d vii.

Where advice or services are required of a professional nature, where such advice is available on a paid consultancy basis, Hathersage Parish Council will always in the first instance consult the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils who give advice free at the point of enquiry to subscribing Parish Councils.

On occasions where DALC recommends that paid professional advice should be obtained, Hathersage Parish Council will use local professionals wherever possible, and ask if the fees could be waived or nominal in consideration of the nature of the Parish Council’s role in the community. 

Any appointment of a paid consultant will only be made by a resolution of the full council. Any contract for paid consultancy work shall be for a specified piece of work and awarded on a competitive basis (as provided for in the Financial Regulations.)

The Council will always consider the possible effects of poor advice and ensure that, where these is a material risk, the person giving the advice has suitable and sufficient PI insurance.
