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HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL

Planning Committee
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
Date: 5th June 2017.
Time: 07:00pm.
Location: Sampson Room, Memorial Hall, Hathersage.

	Present:              Cllrs B Gordon; H Rodgers; J Shuttleworth

	In attendance:  A Jones (Clerk) and 6 members of the public.


	011/17
	
	Apologies for Absence – Cllrs. B Hanley; J Marsden – accepted.

	012/17
	
	To decide any variation in the order of business – none.

	013/17
	
	Declaration of interests – Cllr Marsden absent due to declaration of interest.

	014/17
	
	Public participation

	014/17
	.1
	Six members of the public attended to speak in objection to the pre-Planning Consultation S301 Smart Meter mast at Brookfield Manor. 
Reference was made to a previous application for a telecommunications mast at Brookfield Manor which had been considered in July 2016. The 2016 proposals had been for a 15-metre-high mast with a lot of bulky equipment at height. The S301 proposals were for a 13-metre-high mast which would be a much slimmer monopole, with no bulky equipment.

The members of the public strongly felt that exactly the same objections and principles applied as to the previous proposals, and hoped that the Parish Council would support them in their objections. These were listed and are given within the letter of objection sent which is appendix A to these minutes.
The members of the public were thanked for attending and bringing their concerns to the attention of the Parish Council and were encouraged to also lodge their objections directly with the Planning Authority at such time as a formal planning application is made. The objections stated would be taken into account when the Parish Council made their own views known to the Planning Authority.

	015/17
	
	Previous minutes of 4th May 2017 were not available. The confirmation of May minutes was carried forward to the next meeting. 

	016/17
	
	To consider Planning Applications: 

	016/17
	.1


	Pre-Planning Consultation S301 
The meeting fully supported the members of the public. The Clerk was instructed to write to Wilkinson-Helsby who are representing Aqiva, making the same objections as previously. See Appendix A.

	016/17
	.2
	To note Planning Decisions 

	
	a)
	NP/DDD/0317/0254 To mount a post box just inside the gate on the external wall of the access path at North Lees Hall, Birley Lane, Hathersage. GRANTED

	
	b)
	NP/DDD/0117/0052 General Development and 0060 Listed Building. Single Storey Extension, potting shed, garden walls and associated landscaping works. Upper Hurst, Gatehouse Lane, Hathersage. GRANTED.

	
	
	The above Planning Decisions were noted.

	017/17
	
	Clerk’s Report/Correspondence – The Clerk will let PDNPA know that Decisions as well as Planning Consultations are to be sent to the Assistant Clerk’s address.

	018/17
	
	To identify items for the next meeting agenda – to be agreed.

	019/17
	
	To agree a date for the next meeting – to be decided.


Appendix A. Letter of objection to Proposed Smart Meter Communications installation for Aqiva at Brookfield Rural Drive, Aqiva Site No. S301.

Dear Ms Julia Marshall,
Thank you for your letter seeking the views of Hathersage Parish Council on the Proposed Smart Meter Communications Installation for Arqiva at Brookfield Rural Drive, Hathersage. Hope Valley, Derbyshire, S32 1BR. Arqiva Site Number S301.
The proposals were discussed at a meeting of Hathersage Parish Council Planning Committee on 6th June 2017. Six members of the public attended the meeting, and represented the views of the village during public participation. All attending public were strenuous in their overwhelming objections to the proposed installation.
The Parish Council supports the public view, and is not in favour of this proposal and has grave objections to it. The site is totally unsuitable, as it is only approximately 10 metres from the Conservation Area Boundary, and as such it will be visible from all the approach roads into what is considered to be a very pretty village, reliant heavily on tourism. The village is surrounded by hills, and the proposed mast will be a visible eyesore from all angles.
The height of the proposed mast means that the top will be in line of sight through the downstairs windows of the properties on Park Edge, and will be within approximately 25 metres of those properties. 
There are three listed buildings that are within very close proximity of the site, Cliffe Cottage, St Michaels Catholic Church and St Michaels Catholic Church Presbytery.  Nottinghamshire County Council owns St Michaels Environmental Field Study Centre, catering for 30 + residential primary school children on a weekly basis, which is also very close.  St Michaels Primary School, attended by the village children is within sight of the mast.
Referring to the Code of Best Practise on Mobile Network Development in England, 24/7/13, paragraph 1.3 part states "in a way that minimises the potential impact that can be associated with such development"; page 29 "Operators may be able to avoid a specific site, but not a specific area, in which case they should seek to minimise the impact through sensitive design and appropriate siting of the proposals".  The chosen site would have a massive visual impact. The Parish Council feel that the proposed design does have the potential for further future add-on expansion, creating a 'Christmas Tree' effect.
I draw to your attention the planning history of the site. There was considerable objection to a similar proposal in 2007, with some 80 letters of objection lodged, there was equal objection to similar proposals considered by the Parish Council in July 2016, and Hathersage Parish Council anticipates an even greater level of  objection to this new proposal, which continues to present a severe risk to a precious Conservation area of extreme importance to local people, where you seem to have failed to carry out due diligence with regard to any alternative potential sites of less sensitivity and importance to local people and businesses.
If you decide to continue with this proposal, the Parish Council would like sight of your proposed consultation plan in accordance with Code of Best Practice item 1.4 which calls for appropriate engagement with local communities. A letter outlining your proposals with attached site plans does not in the Parish Council's view constitute appropriate engagement. 
I am copying in PDNPA Planning Department and various other interested individuals.
Yours sincerely,
 
 

Allyson Jones
Clerk to Hathersage Parish Council
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