Hathersage Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 
Hathersage Memorial Hall on 2nd May 2017.

Present:  Cllrs. Kat Love; Peter Mander (Chair); Jane Marsden (Vice Chair); Rosie Ollé; Heather Rodgers; James Shuttleworth and Jennifer Wedgwood.
In attendance – Chris Cave (Treasurer); Steve Wyatt (Asst. Clerk).
1. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Bill Gordon; Pauline Whitney; Bill Hanley; Bridget Hanley; County Councillor Judith Twigg; PCSO Anthony Boswell and Mrs. Allyson Jones (Clerk).
2. Minutes.

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 3rd May 2016 were approved and signed by the Chair.

3. Annual Report.

The Chairman presented the Annual Report which had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.
4. Audited Accounts.

The audited accounts were accepted.
5. 2016/2017 Precept.

The RFO reported that the Council had precepted £55,000 for 2016/7. This had already been approved by the Parish Council.
6. Questions from the Public.
There were no questions from the members of the public present.

7. Any other business

Cllr. Mander made an appeal for more people to be found who are prepared to be Parish Councillors, there are currently 2 vacancies.
Cllr. Rogers stated that she thought that the 2 previous parish councils had gelled and were working together very well and that an awful lot of work had been completed. Cllr. Mander supported this view and thanked everyone for their hard work. County Councillor Monks also supported this view.

RFO Cave suggested that the efforts of Cllr. Jackson (retired) should be noted and acknowledged. The Chair suggested a £60 Social Club Voucher is purchased either under Section 137 or if not appropriate as personal contributions from the Parish Councillors. The meeting unanimously supported this in principle. The advice of the Clerk was to be sought on this matter as to where this can be financed from.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.10 p.m.

Signed ……………………………………………….. (Chairman)       Date:  May 2018
HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL

2016/2017 ANNUAL REPORT

Introduction
The full Hathersage Parish Council met at least monthly between 1 April 2016 and 31 March 2017. This report summarises the key issues dealt with by the Council and its various committees. We also had the District and County Councillors and the Police, and officers of the District and County Councils attending some meetings. Hathersage Parish Council would like to express its appreciation to these outside bodies for their support and advice during the past year. Members of the public are always welcome to attend and put any matter to the Parish Council, and this happened on a number of occasions during the year. For each meeting the agenda is posted publicly on the Parish Council notice board (although at the time of writing this is currently out of action during building works). The agenda is also posted on the Parish Council website. All business conducted is minuted and the minutes are available on the Parish Council website. Copies are available from the Clerk on request. 

This was the second year of the newly constituted Hathersage Parish Council following the Community Governance Review in 2015. 

During this year, the thirteen Hathersage Parish Councillors were Bill Gordon, Bill Hanley, Bridget Hanley, David Jackson, Kat Love, Peter Mander, Jane Marsden, Rosie Olle, Heather Rodgers, James Shuttleworth, Jennifer Wedgwood and Pauline Whitney, with Stuart Turner being co-opted in May 2016.   Peter Mander was elected Chair and Jane Marsden was elected Vice Chair. We started the year with a casual vacancy and Rob Hall was co-opted in October but unfortunately found he was not able to continue due to the amount of time required and conflict with work commitments, and he stood down in March 2017.  His contribution during this time was very much appreciated.

As we ended the year Councillor Dave Jackson stood down at the April meeting, after having served the Parish of Hathersage for ten years. The Chair acknowledged that Councillor Jackson has given a phenomenal amount of time, energy and expertise to the work of the Council, and in particular in his role as Chair of the Swimming Pool Committee he has overseen the transformation of the pool to a far better position than at the start of his involvement. Dave has also been a major driving force behind the village centre development. He will be very much missed as a highly committed and very active member of the Council.

Cllr Jackson said he will still be involved with the village centre development as a non-Councillor member of the working group. All Councillors are thanked for their hard work and unselfish commitment to the community of Hathersage. HPC is in the process of co-opting a replacement for Rob Hall’s vacancy and giving notice of the further casual vacancy.

Hathersage is a large Parish, and the council deals with a lot of different issues. For Parish Council business to be managed as effectively and efficiently as possible most business is delegated to a number of committees and working groups. These are the Swimming Pool Committee, Recreation Committee, Amenities Committee, Transport Committee, Planning Committee, Burial Committee and Finance Committee. There is a Website Working Group and the Parish Council also sends representatives to meetings of other groups such as Heart for Hathersage, the Memorial Hall Management Committee, the Stanage Steering Group and Hope Construction Materials Liaison Group.

The various committees are covered in more detail below, but Hathersage Parish Council also continues to rely heavily on the contribution of Hathersage residents who work tirelessly as volunteers. The Swimming Pool Committee, and the various groups of staff and volunteers in Marketing and Fundraising who are involved with running our wonderful pool have again worked very hard and continued to improve the facilities and events on offer. Hathersage Parish Council thanks them again this year for all their efforts. There is a separate Annual Report for the pool and copies are available from the pool office. 

The Recreation Committee is responsible for the Playing Field and Skate Park, Play Ground and Hard Play Area (now MUGA). Again, Hathersage Parish Council thanks the volunteers and all the many fundraisers and members of the community who contributed in so many ways to the replanting, landscaping, upkeep and development of these facilities.

Mention must also be made of Alan Kydd and John Wooddisse (Footpaths Officers), John Dalton (Website Manager), Brian Wood (Internal Auditor) and Brian Griffiths (Examiner for the King George’s Field Charity) and to Chris Cave (Finance Officer). Christine Wilkinson stood down as Assistant Clerk during the summer, to be free to travel more extensively, although she agreed to stay on until a replacement was appointed.

Councillors were very appreciative of Chris’s contribution to the Parish. Following Chris’s resignation, in September 2016 the Parish Council was delighted to appoint Steve Wyatt as Assistant Clerk to help Allyson Jones (Clerk) with the administrative workload. Thanks are due to all for their unstinting efforts to support the work of the Parish Council with commitment and humour, sometimes in somewhat trying and difficult circumstances.
Thanks to Richard Brougham our Village Caretaker who has a route through the village three times a week with regular maintenance of various areas, playground inspections and dealing with problems as they arise. If there is any area causing you concern please report it to the Clerk so it can be put on Richard’s job list. There are occasionally issues such as path clearing when leaves are falling during the autumn when there is a very high demand on the Village Caretaker’s time and the patience and understanding of residents is very much appreciated.  Also, please note that for certain areas, bin emptying is the responsibility of Derbyshire Dales District Council. 

Full Council Meetings
The business of the full council meetings this year has included a great deal of involvement in the redevelopment of the village centre. Some of this work has been carried out at full council meetings and some by the Amenities Committee (see further details below). Planning Permission was given in March 2016. To enable this project to proceed HPC conducted extensive public consultation to qualify for a Public Works Loan Board loan. The work on the village centre was begun at the end of March 2017. After more than 10 years of planning and fundraising it was a great feeling to see the work on site actually start. However, the joy was short-lived as the contractor went into receivership shortly after, leaving the Parish Council to await advice from the Administrator and permission to appoint a new contractor to complete the project. It will mean further unavoidable delays. This is very disappointing situation and we are working hard to find a new contractor. However, no money had exchanged hands and the finances for this project remain fully intact.  This is a temporary setback and the project will be back on course as soon as we are able to appoint a new contractor.  
HPC has been involved with and supported the installation of public access defibrillators in the village. The council thanks Ian Weekes for his efforts towards providing this facility for the Parish. 

CCTV has now been installed in Hathersage and HPC is in the process of taking on the maintenance costs and legal responsibility. There are going to be 8 CCTV cameras, 7 general area cameras and one with number plate recognition. This is expected to have a major beneficial contribution to security and control and identification of speeding traffic through the village over the coming months.
After extremely heavy rain there was a serious incident of flooding from the culvert under School Lane in November. The Parish Council had a site meeting with property owners affected and Project Engineers from the Structures Maintenance and Management Team at Derbyshire County Council and based on their advice we have put in place procedures to reduce the risk of any future flooding. 

At the beginning of 2016 a site on Castleton Road was identified by the Rural Housing Enabler of Derbyshire Dales District Council as having potential for a development of affordable housing. There was considerable objection from members of the public, and Hathersage Parish Council had extensive correspondence and several meetings as the proposition was investigated. Ultimately it was decided by DDDC that there were insurmountable drainage issues with the proposed area of land and the proposal was rejected.

The Parish Council has been actively pursuing the acquisition of further land to extend the Burial Ground. It is ultimately the responsibility of the District Council to provide land for burial and DDDC is currently reviewing its provision. Whilst HPC is pressing for a swift resolution, and our District Councillor Jean Monks is working on our behalf towards this end, we have no progress to report at the present time.

At relatively short notice Hathersage Post Office closed in December following the resignation of the Post Master. The Parish Council became very actively involved in investigating other options to try to retain a Post Office service in the village. It is very good news that the Spar Store, Main Road is proposing to provide pretty much a full Post Office service throughout its opening hours from July.
The work of the committees –

The Swimming Pool Committee

Councillor Members - Bridget Hanley, David Jackson (Chair), Peter Mander, Jane Marsden, Stuart Turner, Heather Rodgers and Pauline Whitney. The meetings are also attended by our Professional Adviser from DDDC and by Pool Management Staff and representatives from the volunteer groups.

The committee has the responsibility of running the pool, ably supported by a very loyal and terrific staff. Hathersage Swimming Pool is one of the few (now less than a hundred) open air pools in the country. A few years ago we reorganised the management structure of the pool to involve many of the enthusiastic members of the village who are as anxious as the Council to ensure the pool continues to thrive.
The last few years have been marvellous with many communal events held at the pool which have been successful and have also brought many additional visitors to the village. Swimming times have been altered and expanded and this has brought in many new customers.  Last year saw the addition of the much appreciated Aqua fun inflatable which is available for private hire events. In preparation for the 2017 season the solarium has been refurbished with solar panels to the roof contributing to the heating running costs of the pool. More work has been done on the perimeter fences, and the whole complex has had a welcome coat of paint. At the time of writing the report the new pool covers are being installed as well as a disabled access lift to give easier access for wheelchair and pushchair users. There is a separate Swimming Pool Annual Report giving full details of this year’s pool activities. Copies are available from the pool office or via a link on the website.
The Recreation Committee 
Councillor Members - Kat Love, Jane Marsden (Chair), Heather Rodgers, Jennifer Wedgwood, Peter Mander, Bill Hanley (sub). 

The Friends of the Playing Field Group was set-up again with an influx of ‘next generation’ parents. They are welcomed to Recreation Committee Meetings and their contributions, time and energy, particularly towards the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area), are most welcome. 

The MUGA was completed for Gala Week 2016. Many thanks go to Cllr. Love and residents for all their hard work. The MUGA is open for use when sessions are not booked. A Walking Football group has recently started using the MUGA and is proving very popular and well supported. 

We are very proud to have installed the Outdoor Table Tennis Table on the Recreation Field, in memory of Catherine Nicklin. Again we are grateful for the help given by residents. Bats and balls are available for hire from the Pool Office. 

On a regular basis the equipment on the Recreation Field is subjected to safety checks to ensure it is safe and fun for all children to enjoy. The play bark will again soon be rotovated and more added to ensure the surface is relatively soft to prevent injury in the case of falls and tumbles. 

 Sadly last autumn our teenagers found our Skate Park had been used as a blank canvas for graffiti, which has caused some upset. We were impressed at all the hard work to try to remove the messages. During the winter it has faded a bit more and at the moment no further action is being taken. Police interviews out of the area did not result in any action being taken. 

The Football pitch drainage is improving thanks to the hard work of the parents and friends of the area and is still being monitored. In an agreement with the Bowling Club, the cones from the aeration of the bowling green were scattered on the pitch to aid drainage. It is hoped that we can do this again this year. 

On-going maintenance has been carried out to the MUGA and floodlighting in the replacement of some bulbs and light fittings and repair to the netting. Many thanks to Ian Weeks for getting involved with this work. 

The Amenities Committee (Village Centre Development)

Councillor Members – Bill Gordon, David Jackson, Peter Mander (Chair), Rosie Ollé, Pauline Whitney.

During 2016/17 The Amenities Committee has functioned mainly as a Working Group made up of the committee members together with the members of the Heart for Hathersage village group, on the sole project of the re-development of the centre of the village. The process this year has included putting the project out to tender, appointing a contractor, submitting an application for a Public Works Loan, and after various delays over the closing off of services to the site, work had actually just begun at the time the annual report was in its first draft stage. As mentioned above, over the subsequent weeks the contractor has gone into receivership and the Amenities Committee is now taking steps to re-tender the project as quickly as the Administrator will allow. 
Transport Committee 

Councillor Members – Bill Gordon, Bill Hanley, Kat Love, Rosie Ollé (Chair), James Shuttleworth. 

In 2016/17 the Transport Committee continues to be heavily involved in the Network Rail Hope Valley Capacity Scheme consultation. The enquiry over ran as it appeared that the huge response in objections from resident of the Valley was not expected. Nothing more has been heard since about August 2016. 

The consultation on the proposed Residents Parking scheme got as far as 3 residents responding with 2 of the 3 objecting. This has subsequently being dropped for the time being by DCC, the Parish Council having replied to the effect that it is not residents who have problems with parking but visitors. The Committee has been considering temporary locations for parking at times of the year when demand is high but there has been decision made on this to date. 

Further meetings have taken place with Isobel Mulligan (Economy, Transport and Environment at Derbyshire County Council) to discuss options for improving traffic management around the village. Some proposals were given to the Committee by Isobel which have been commented on. The next stage would be for a public consultation before any decisions are made. This matter is currently with Isobel. 

The proposed repair work on Hurstclough has been discussed with concerns raised about the method of repair and final results with this being an ancient route. Both DCC Highways and Archaeology departments have been involved in the discussions with no final decision yet being made. 

The footpath to Leadmill had been identified as in need of repair. The Committee are pleased to be able to report that the Landowner made repairs to the path with a stone chipping surface and are pleased with the result. 

The re-siting of the 30mph sign as motorists enter the village on Castleton Road was discussed with DCC Highways. The information given was that speed restrictions of this nature should be as a built up area is entered and not before so that the speed limit is self imposed being associated with a built up area not a rural one. 

The repairs to the stepping stones in the River Derwent to the west of the village are still being pursued as is the linking of the cycle way from this side of the village to negotiate the village centre. 

Residents are invited to report any problems with roads, pavements and footpaths to the Transport Committee (via the Clerk). 

The Planning Committee 

Councillor Members – Bill Gordon, Bill Hanley, Jane Marsden (Chair), Heather Rodgers, Peter Mander, James Shuttleworth (sub). 

The Planning Committee meets as needed to consider Planning Applications as part of the PDNPA consultation process. The committee considered 28 planning applications during 2016/17, mostly small scale alterations to existing residential properties in the village which had little impact on the village as a whole and therefore the Planning Committee had relatively few causes to object. The Committee has however on 2 occasions considered planning proposals for mobile phone masts at 2 different locations in the village. The Committee submitted strong objections to these proposals on both occasions.  

Councillors will talk about whether a Planning Application is fitting to its setting, and whether they consider there are any issues with the application which influence the village as a whole. Councillors wouldn't really know whether there are specific reasons why neighbours or others may object to any individual application. Anybody objecting to an application ought to expressly state their complaint to the Peak District National Park Planning Department directly, not through the Parish Council. You can do as such on the PDNPA site. Notwithstanding, it would be of advantage if the objections were likewise copied to the Parish Clerk so that the Parish Council can be made mindful of neighbours’ objection and to bear them in mind  when they consider the application. 

On some occasions Councillors’ views may not always align with those of neighbours but they may still wish to support neighbours if the points that they raise are reasonable and ones that the PDNPA would consider as material. The final decision is always with the PDNPA as planning authority but they may not agree with any points made by the Parish Council. 

The Finance Committee

The Finance Committee members in 2016/17 have been the Finance Officer Chris Cave, Councillors Dave Jackson, Peter Mander, Jane Marsden, Heather Rodgers and James Shuttleworth.

Since our last Annual Report the government appointed auditors have given the Council's activities and finances for the year ended 31st March 2016 a clean bill of health.

The precept for the year ended 31st March 2017 was £55,000, an increase of £12,624 over the previous year. This increase was largely required for the toilet block. The Council's expenditure remained within the budget set at the time of considering the amount of the precept.

Over many years the Council has operated a policy of building up reserves to fund expensive, irregularly occurring items. The replacement of the solarium roof, including the installation of photo voltaic cells, and the new surface for the Hard Play Area were largely funded from these reserves.

It has been the practice of the Derbyshire Dales District and High Peak Borough Councils to contribute towards the cost of operating the swimming pool. In return for which their residents have received discounts on season ticket prices. Whilst High Peak have increased their contribution, Derbyshire Dales have informed us that from next year there will be a continuing reduction in their contribution. The result of this is that there will be less money for discounts for Derbyshire Dales residents and therefore season tickets for them will in future be more expensive than season tickets for High Peak residents.  

Following the village residents approving the plans for the redevelopment of the toilets the Council have successfully applied for a loan of £175,000 from the Public Works Loan Board. At the present time this loan has not been drawn down.

For 2017/8 the Council's precept has remained at £55,000.

The Burial Ground Committee

Members – Peter Mander, Heather Rodgers, Jane Marsden, Simon Richardson.

The Burial Committee meets as needed and carries out site visits to the Burial Ground to oversee maintenance and upkeep requirements. The committee is continuing to work towards acquiring more land for the Burial Ground, as more land will be needed for burial than is currently allocated.  District Councillor Jean Monks is now pursuing this with DDDC on our behalf. A new regular inspection of memorials (for stability) and the proper maintenance of the individual plots has been put in place. Maintenance of the Parish Burial Registers continues to be overseen by the Burial Ground Committee.

Website Working Group

Councillor Members – Bill Gordon, Bill Hanley and Pauline Whitney. The committee meets as and when required. Also in attendance is our retained Website Manager John Dalton to whom many thanks for his work and expertise. Steve Wyatt our Assistant Clerk is also to be thanked for his efforts in keeping the content up to date and efficiently uploading the many documents.  www.hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Memorial Hall

The Memorial Hall is run by a Management Committee which is separate from Hathersage Parish Council. The Parish Council recognises the work of the Memorial Hall Management Committee, for their efficient running of the Hall and the continuing improvements to the fabric of the building. This year HPC actively supported the Memorial Hall by holding as many meetings as possible at the Hall in the various meeting rooms.  HPC also supported the Management Committee in recent negotiations with Derbyshire County Council over the ending of their lease for of the Stanage Hall for Youth Club meetings.

Going Forward

Hathersage Parish Council vigorously pursues the interests of local residents in all aspects of village life. It must be recognised that in the face of austerity measures from the higher tiers of government – the District, County Councils, and national government, a Parish Council still has relatively little influence. Hathersage Parish Council recognises that the community of Hathersage includes a diverse and varied population, and needs and wishes differ from one individual to the next. Hathersage Parish Council strives always to achieve the best possible balance for the greatest good, and has always listened to points of view from residents before reaching a decision. 
A disappointment this year has been the failure of the new quarterly Parish Council magazine delivered free of charge to every household (at no cost to the ratepayer). This was not intended to take the place of the well-loved Hathersage News, but to concentrate specifically on Parish Council business mainly for the benefit of those residents who do not have access to the extensive amount of detail available on the Parish Council website. Unfortunately the magazine became unviable as insufficient local businesses were prepared to advertise in it to cover the production costs. 

We have also thus far failed to generate sufficient interest in the setting up of a Hathersage Chamber of Commerce, however it is intended to continue to promote this further, as it is thought to offer real opportunities for mutual support across local businesses to the benefit of the village as a whole.

Members of the public are reminded that they are welcome to attend meetings. There is always an opportunity at the start of the meeting for members of the public to address the Council with any issues they may have. Alternatively, if you wish to contact the Parish Council, please telephone or email the Clerk,
Allyson Jones (Clerk to Hathersage Parish Council).

Tel: 0114 289 1854

Email HathersageParishClerk@hotmail.co.uk
www.hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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