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HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk – Ms Maura Sorensen, Heart of Hathersage, Main Road, Hathersage, Derbyshire, S32 1BB 

Mob: 07766 629 419 Email: clerk@hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Hathersage Parish Council Tuesday 3 August 2021, 7:30pm 

held at St Michael’s School, School Lane 
  

Councillors present:  Rosie Olle (Meeting Chair), Emily Abbey, Martin Bloor, Sara Furness, B Hanley, W Hanley, 
Tim Hill, James Marsden, James Shuttleworth  

Also In attendance:  Maura Sorensen (Clerk), Chris Cave (RFO), Sue Cass (Assistant Clerk), DDDC Cllr Peter O’Brien 
(part), DCC Cllr Alasdair Sutton (part); member of the public Ian Weeks (part)  

 
074/21  In the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair Cllr Hill nominated Cllr Olle to chair the meeting – 

unanimously agreed. 
075/21  To receive apologies for absence – Cllrs Jane Marsden, Heather Rodgers, Peter Rowland, Stuart 

Turner and Nick Williams. 
076/21  To decide any variation in the order of business – agreed to discuss agenda item 7, first. 
077/21  Declaration of Members Interests – none 
078/21  New community project (behind old RBS Bank): a report had been circulated and updated maps 

tabled. Ian Weeks, Head of St Michael’s Environmental Education Centre, expanded on proposals to 
use the woodland to provide environmental education to children attending the Centre. Noted the 
land had been gifted by Platform Housing to the church. Adjacent land had been privately 
purchased and issues around access need to be resolved; temporary access had been secured via 
the churchyard. Further noted work needs to be done on the boundary fence line and 
improvements made to adjacent footpaths. Mr Weeks asked if the Parish Council would both 
support the proposals and, in principle, consider awarding some funding; he had no firm costings or 
a request for a specific amount of funding at this time. Cllrs expressed support for the project and 
informed Mr Weeks of the process to submit a funding request, information required etc. Also 
suggested that any funding request be submitted before the end of this calendar year, ahead of the 
Parish Council confirming next year’s precept. Mr Weeks thanked Cllrs and noted the 
process/timing re submitting a funding request. Mr Weeks left the meeting. 

079/21  Public Participation  
 a) A period of not more than ten minutes for members of the public and Members of the Council to 

comment on any matter; Mr Ian Weeks was in attendance in relation to agenda item 7.  
 b) If the Police Liaison Officer, a County Council or District Council Member is in attendance they will 

be given the opportunity to raise any relevant matter. No police officers were in attendance but an 
update had been provided via email noting, over the last month: one attempted burglary; a couple 
of bike thefts; a couple of cars broken into on Stanedge Edge. 

080/21  Confirmation of Minutes   
 .1 Minutes of the HPC meeting of 6 July 2021 were approved; there were no matters arising not dealt 

with in the agenda. 
081/21  PDNP, DCC and DDDC matters – DCC Cllr Alasdair Sutton and DDDC Cllr Peter O’Brien were in 

attendance for this item. 
 .1 DDDC and disrupted refuse collections: Cllrs had received a series of DDDC updates and noted 

ongoing missed collections. Cllrs Alasdair Sutton and Peter O’Brien also referenced the situation. 
Contributing factors were highlighted - the national shortage of HGV drivers, and Covid track and 
trace isolations. Cllr W Hanley observed that, nonetheless, the situation had been poorly managed 
and suggested the Parish Council formally represent those concerns to DDDC. Cllr O’Brien noted a 
forthcoming inspection at which he can raise the issue. Also noted representing concerns would be 
most effective if done in writing and if all those affected write to DDDC. Cllr W Hanley agreed to 
draft a letter on behalf of the Parish Council. Cllr Hill noted a wider issue of Derbyshire waste going 
to landfill and the lack of progress on plans to incinerate some waste. Cllr Marsden referenced 
possible short-term measures in the current situation e.g. siting large wheelie bins in laybys; 
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residents could take household recycling there and it would make for an easier DDDC collection 
point.  

 .2 DDDC Welcome Back Fund: 
a) Cinema event – Cllrs Furness and Hill reported on publicity and liaison with pool staff re 

ticketing. Noted a suggestion from Cllr Jane Marsden that attendees bring along spare 
produce, to share. Noted there will be a need for volunteer stewards. 

b) Music event – noted the Clerk to liaise with pool management re arrangements. 
  Cllr Sutton reported on liaison with DCC Highways Officers on issues raised at the July meeting with 

HPC Cllrs, on parking. Cllr Olle queried progress on the TRO; Cllr Sutton reported the Highways 
Department is currently dealing with a very large workload and backlog. Cllr Sutton also referenced 
proposals for bus stop improvements and an objection raised by a Hathersage resident. The Clerk 
confirmed receipt of an email the previous day outlining improvement proposals Clerk to circulate 
the email to all Cllrs. 
Cllrs O’Brien and Sutton left the meeting. 

082/21  Financial Matters: RFO’s Report. The RFO referenced pool income noting that 43% of monthly 
memberships (48% of membership income) and up to 90% of daily admissions are ‘out-of-area’ 
noting the pool is critically dependent on this income.  
Cllrs referenced an invoice from TC Williams relating to toilet cistern maintenance and repairs. 
Queries had been raised with TC Williams re a detailed breakdown of the invoice. A response had 
been received. Cllrs suggested the response did not fully address HPC queries and that the response 
from TC Williams to requests to undertake repairs during the period covered by the invoice had 
been unsatisfactory. It was agreed to await a further response from TC Williams before agreeing the 
invoice. 

 .1 A statement of accounts was received. 
 .2 Accounts for payment were approved. 
 .3 Account scrutiny arrangements: noted that, in the absence of Cllr Rowland, Cllr B Hanley had stood 

in as a signatory for this month’s accounts. Signatories for the 7 September meeting from the 
agreed schedule (Cllrs B Hanley and Nick Williams) were approved - to approve and pay wages and 
any urgent items between this meeting and the 7 September meeting.  

  Break for King George’s Field business. 
  Committees and Working Groups 
083/21  Swimming Pool Committee: minutes of the meeting of 13 July 2021 were received. 
 .1 To consider and approve arrangements for paying pool staff in the event staff have to Covid self-

isolate. The RFO referenced advice from HR consultants, Bhayani: staff required to isolate as a 
result of a positive Covid test are considered to be off work due to illness and entitled to Statutory 
Sick Pay (SSP); those requested to isolate via track and trace should be paid for their contracted 
hours. Noted salaried staff may have to take on additional duties to cover where casual staff are 
required to isolate. Cllrs also noted further isolation rule changes from 16 August. The RFO noted 
the Parish Council needs to agree a procedure. Agreed the Parish Council should follow the advice 
from Bhayani. Noted ongoing Covid measures at the pool including staff wearing masks while 
working in the office. Suggested pool staff should be strongly encouraged to get vaccinated.   

 .2 Pool Charitable Status: noted plans for a legal professional to attend the 10 August SPC meeting and 
provide some free, informal advice. The RFO reiterated the need for professional legal advice on the 
original pool deeds. He also noted the need to safeguard pool income and highlighted the 
possibility that the Parish Council could lose Precept funding if the overall monies held by the Parish 
Council – including pool income – is too high. It was agreed to convene a small working group – 
including the RFO, Cllrs on the Finance Committee, on SPC, and Cllr Emily Abbey – to take advice 
and prepare a report for the full Council on the next steps in pursuing charitable (or an alternative) 
status and make recommendations to full Council, in September. They were authorised to take paid 
advice if thought necessary. Cllr W Hanley suggested involving/sharing details with residents and 
pool users; other Cllrs suggested this would be more appropriate when firm proposals are agreed. 

 .3 Donation to pool staff meal: Cllrs noted a request from pool management for a contribution to a 
pool staff meal. Noted there was a precedent; the RFO confirmed the Parish Council had done this 
two years ago, allocating £25.00 per head. Cllrs agreed this would be a positive gesture in 
recognition of the hard work of those pool staff members who had ensured the smooth running of 
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the pool over the last eighteen months. Cllrs agreed to make a contribution of up to £30.00 per 
head, towards the cost of a meal. The RFO to liaise with pool management re numbers.  

084/21  Recreation Committee: minutes of the meeting of 21 July 2021 were received. Cllr B Hanley 
referenced progress with researching and planning new playground equipment and adult exercise 
equipment. 

 .1 MUGA: to consider whether groups using the MUGA through Covid should be charged - the RFO 
noted he would check on charges and the most recent payments made and update the Parish 
Council. It was suggested a proportion of the usual annual fee could be charged.  

085/21  Planning Committee: no meeting had been held since the 7 July HPC meeting. 
086/21  Amenities Committee: minutes of the meeting of 21 July 2021 were received. Cllr Hill noted an 

issue with rising damp at the Heart of Hathersage (HoH) building and a site visit undertaken with 
the architect and TC Williams; their response is awaited.  

 .1 Lease renewals: Cllrs noted a query on the Hathersage Booth rental charge period for owners who 
have recently purchased one of the properties. Agreed, as per the solicitor’s proposals, that the 
lease for the new owners commences from 1 July.  

 .2 Quarterly Footpaths Report: received. 
087/21  Royal British Legion: a request from the Hathersage branch of the British Legion to make 

arrangements, on behalf of the Parish Council, for an Armistice Day Parade through the village was 
approved. The RFO will inform the Parish Council’s insurers, for insurance purposes.  

088/21  Transport Committee: minutes of the meeting of 27 July 2021 were received. Noted discussions 
earlier in the meeting about liaison with DCC Highways. Cllr Marsden referenced removal of the 
barriers outside Bank House allowing access to parking spaces again. Noted this seemed to be 
causing some issues with traffic; agree to monitor the situation and note any serious concerns. 

089/21  HR Committee:  minutes of the meeting of 13 July 2021 were received. Cllr B Hanley referenced 
queries about the distinction between HR policy oversight and pool operational matters. Noted he 
intended to raise this at the 10 August SPC meeting. 

 .1 The appointment of Suzanne Cass as Assistant Clerk was confirmed; noted the appointment has 
been made on NALC SCP5. 

090/21  Website Update: there were no updates or reports from the Website Working Group. 
091/21  Burial Ground Committee: there had been no recent meetings and no other update. 
092/21  Clerk’s Report/Correspondence: noted updates/items shared since the July meeting: 

• Ongoing updates on the situation with the DDDC waste collection service 

• Details of the DDDC 2021 Electoral Canvass 

• Details of an online information session on the Hope Valley Railway Upgrade Programme 

• Details of the Hope Valley Explorer Seasonal Bus Service 

• Details of Police and Crime Commissioner grant funding scheme to help communities tackle 
anti-social behaviour  

093/21  Village Matters 
094/21  Memorial Hall: there were no minutes or updates from any recent meetings of the Memorial Hall 

Management Committee.  
095/21  Noted DALC circulars and other items circulated since the July meeting (noted under Clerk’s 

Correspondence). 
096/21  Date and time of next meeting – 7 September 2021, 7.30pm, at St Michael’s School. 
097/21  Items for the September agenda – nothing additional to items discussed in the meeting. 

 
Meeting ended 9.20pm 

   
 


