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HATHERSAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk – Ms Maura Sorensen, Heart of Hathersage, Main Road, Hathersage, Derbyshire, S32 1BB 

Mob: 07766 629 419 Email: clerk@hathersageparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Hathersage Parish Council Tuesday 7 December 2021, 7.30pm 
held at St Michael’s School, School Lane 

 
Councillors present: Jane Marsden (Chair); Martin Bloor; Sara Furness; B Hanley; W Hanley; Tim Hill; James Marsden; 
Rosie Olle; Heather Rodgers; Peter Rowland; James Shuttleworth 
In attendance: Sue Cass (Assistant Clerk); Chris Cave (RFO) (part); DCC Cllr Peter O’Brien (part); Maura Sorensen 
(Clerk); DCC Cllr Alasdair Sutton (part) 

 
168/21  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Emily Booth, Stuart Turner and Nick Williams  
169/21  To decide any variation in the order of business – none. 
170/21  Declaration of Members Interests – none. 
171/21  Public Participation – none. 
 a) A period of not more than ten minutes will be made available for members of the public and 

Members of the Council to comment on any matter.  
 b) If the Police Liaison Officer, a County Council or District Council Member is in attendance they will 

be given the opportunity to raise any relevant matter. Noted confirmation from the police of 
recorded crimes over the past month: damage to a car at the station car park; theft of a vehicle on 
Oddfellows Road; theft of number plates from a vehicle on Sheffield Road. Further noted a DALC-
hosted online meeting with DCC Chief Superintendent Jed Keen on 8 December to which Cllrs from 
parish councillors across Derbyshire have been invited. Cllr Bloor reported an attempted burglary at 
his home; a poor response from the 111 helpline had been balanced by a positive response from a 
Matlock-based police officer. Cllrs reiterated previous discussions on the lack of community police 
presence in and around the village.  
DDDC Cllr Peter O’Brien referenced proposals by Platform Housing to replace individual household 
bins at The Croft with communal bins. Potential issues around the siting of the communal bins, ease 
of access for residents, and the potential for problems with vermin have been raised. It was not 
clear whether formal consultation with residents had begun. The Chair noted there had been no 
DDDC response to the Parish Council’s request for provision of a skip in Hathersage over the 
Christmas period – as a gesture of goodwill in light of recent disruptions to the refuse service, and 
to help residents deal with extra Christmas waste. Cllr O’Brien agreed to liaise with DDDC Officers 
on behalf of the Parish Council. Clerk to share correspondence details with Cllr O’Brien. Cllr James 
Marsden expressed disappointed with local authorities’ lack of preparedness in relation to road 
gritting through Storm Arwen. Further noted some specifically hazardous areas e.g. at Ringinglow; 
and a bend close to Fox House where water runs off the moor whenever there has been heavy 
snow, or rain. Cllrs praised Cheshire Police for their use of social media through Storm Arwen in 
relation to warning visitors about hazardous conditions; suggested other police forces could do 
likewise. Cllrs also highlighted the usefulness of being able to access live traffic camera streams in 
relation to planning journeys in poor weather. 
DCC Cllr Alasdair Sutton reported on transport-related issues he has been pursuing on behalf of the 
Parish Council with DCC Highways Officers noting a proposed new year visit (date TBC) – DCC 
Officer to come and meet with Cllrs to address some of the issues. Cllr James Marsden flagged an 
issue with payment systems at Hope Valley College; noted a lack of options disenfranchises some 
people.  

172/21  Confirmation of Minutes   
 .1 Minutes of the HPC meeting of 2 November 2021 were confirmed. There were no matters arising 

not dealt with in the agenda. 
173/21  PDNP, DCC and DDDC matters 
 .1 DDDC and disrupted refuse collections: updates had been shared and noted. 
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 .2 Affordable Housing: noted the Parish Council was looking to facilitate a meeting with stakeholders 
early in 2022. Suggested Wednesday 12 January 7.30pm; venue TBC but likely to be either the 
Memorial Hall or the Methodist Hall.  

174/21  Annual Report: noted that a printed copy of the 2020-21 annual report had not been circulated; 
also noted DALC advice that it is not compulsory to provide printed copies - it is sufficient to publish 
the report online and provide hard copies on request. Agreed to publish the report on the website. 
Clerk to post a notice on Facebook, and on the HoH noticeboard, directing residents to the online 
report.   

175/21  Financial Matters: RFO’s Report. Noted a summary of winter pool costs, and revenue; costs for 
November had been covered by revenue.  

 .1 A statement of accounts was received.  
 .2 Accounts for payment totalling £66,293.46 including £25,652.55 VAT were approved. 
 .3 Account scrutiny arrangements and approved signatories (Cllrs Emily Booth and Rosie Olle) for the 4 

January 2022 meeting were noted, to approve and pay wages and any urgent items, between this 
meeting and the 4 January meeting. 

 .4 Cllrs considered the draft budget/precept for 2022/2023. For the benefit of new Cllrs, the RFO 
clarified the process of setting the budget and precept. Some budget adjustments were proposed. 
The RFO will incorporate the proposals and present the final 2022/23 budget, and precept 
requirement, for approval at the 4 January 2022 meeting.   

 .5 Noting previous discussions regarding making a donation to Hathersage Lunch Centre, to support 
costs of their kitchen refurbishment, a donation of £500.00 was agreed. Clerk to liaise with Angie 
Ward.  

 .6 Noted a donation from local band Mill Stone Grit. The band had played on the pool bandstand in 
September as part of the ‘Welcome Back’ initiative. The band had donated their usual fee, plus 
£50.00, to support playground refurbishment. Although the cheque was made out to the Parish 
Council it was agreed the funds will be paid into the King George’s Field account. 

  Break for King George’s Field business. 
Committees and Working Groups 

176/21  Swimming Pool Committee: minutes of the meeting of 9 November 2021 were received.  
Cllr W Hanley referenced recent issues with the pool temperature – lower than the optimum 28 
degrees. Noted no complaints had been received and suggested regular winter swimmers are 
accustomed to swimming in lower temperatures. Also noted issues with showers with a number of 
showers having been out of commission. Confirmed some work had been undertaken this week; 
two of the three outdoor showers and one indoor shower now fully operational. Cllr Hanley 
proposed setting up a pool user group to identify/monitor operational (and other) issues.  

 .1 Pool Charitable Status: as Neil Moulden, Derbyshire Dales CVS, had to give apologies for this 
meeting it was agreed to convene an extraordinary meeting of the full Parish Council on Tuesday 14 
December, 7pm. Mr Moulden to attend and answer any queries relating to his report. The advice 
from Lupton Fawcett (solicitors) will also be considered, enabling the Parish Council to agree next 
steps in the process. Cllr W Hanley sought clarification on the reasons for pursuing charitable status. 
Highlighted that the amount of money held in the Parish Council account, relating to the pool, could 
be queried by the auditor and could impact on the amount of precept the Parish Council can 
request. Also highlighted that moving the pool to charitable status will offer better protection for 
the pool as an asset separate from the Parish Council.   
Chris Cave (RFO) left the meeting. 

 .2 Zero Carbon Heating Project: noted the submission of a funding application to the Climate Action 
Fund and ongoing consideration of other funding. 

177/21  Recreation Committee: minutes of the meeting of 16 November 2021 were received. 
 .1 Playing Field – new play equipment: noted installation is now planned for the week commencing 

Monday 20 December. Cllr Rodgers has had a pre-installation site meeting with a Kompan 
representative.  

178/21  Amenities Committee: minutes of the meeting of 16 November 2021 were received. 
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 .1 Butchers Car Park lease 
• agreed a starting rent of £1,213.20 per annum, being the same as the previous rent and 

subject to review by reference to indexation every 3 years, the first review date being 29 
September 2024. 

• agreed the starting date for the new term of 10 years be the quarter day 29 September 
2021, with rent being payable on the quarter days 29 September, 25 December, 25 March 
and 24 June. 

 .2 Hathersage Booth Lease 

• agreed a start date of 1 July 2021 for the new, five-year lease term. 

• noted a small back payment of rent due from two parties – and that one party has now sold 
on their property - agreed not to pursue back payment. 

 .3 Toilets: Cllr Hill noted frustration with service providers and a lack of response.  Agreed to pursue 
replacing the porcelain toilet bowls with more robust stainless steel bowls.  

179/21  Planning Committee: minutes of the meetings of 11 November; and 25 November were received. 
180/21  Transport Committee: minutes of the meeting of 23 November were received.  

Cllr James Marsden referenced irresponsible weekend parking in the village. Clerk to liaise with local 
businesses asking them to encourage their customers to use Oddfellows Road car park. 

 .1 TRO: noted the lack of response to repeated requests for a progress update from DCC Highways – 
to be taken up with a DCC Highways Officer at a proposed meeting with Cllrs early in 2022.  

 .2 Other HPC proposals to DCC Highways – parking; and improving pedestrian safety on the A6187 – 
noted DCC Cllr Alasdair Sutton’s update earlier in the meeting including the proposed meeting early 
in 2022 with a DCC Highways Officer to review a range of parking and related matters.  

 .3 Northern Rail and TransPennine Express timetables – proposed changes: noted a proposed 
response to a consultation highlighting Parish Council concerns about the proposed discontinuation 
(from December 2022) of the 8.09am Hathersage to Sheffield service. Cllr Hill had used the service, 
to monitor passenger numbers. He will undertake further monitoring and share information, to 
inform the Parish Council response.   

181/21  HR Committee: noted the next meeting is scheduled for 14 December. 
182/21  Website: any updates or reports from the Website Working Group. Clerk reported a recent meeting 

with John Dalton, who provides IT support to the Parish Council. Discussion had focused on how 
using a shared drive could benefit staff and Cllrs. Cllrs acknowledged the benefits, including the 
potential for Cllrs to have dedicated Parish Council email addresses. Clerk to further investigate. 
Also noted outcomes of a discussion on the pros and cons of having a multiple use electronic notice 
board. 

183/21  Burial Ground Committee: there were no updates. 
184/21  Clerk’s Report/Correspondence: noted updates/items shared since the November meeting. 
185/21  Village Matters 
 .1 Grit bins: the Chair reported on actions taken to ensure provision of grit during the recent period of 

snow and ice. Proposed consideration be given to contracting with Redwood Landscapes to support 
the Parish Council with gritting and ensuring bins are filled. Item for consideration/approval at the 
January meeting. 

186/21  Memorial Hall: to receive minutes or an update from any recent meetings of the Memorial Hall 
Management Committee – noted no meeting had been held since the November HPC meeting. 
Noted an amount has been set aside in the 2022/23 HPC budget - a donation towards the cost of 
improving the acoustics in the Stanage Hall. 

187/21  Noted DALC circulars and other items circulated since the November meeting (noted under Clerk’s 
Correspondence). 

188/21  Date and time of next meeting – 4 January 2022, 7.30pm, at St Michael’s School. 
189/21  Items for the January agenda – as per minute 185/21 – consideration of contracting with Redwood 

Landscapes to support the Parish Council with gritting and ensuring bins are filled. 
Meeting ended at 9.40pm 
   

 


